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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 
4th Grade  

Day 1 
90 Minute Block 

 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

40 Minutes 

Comprehension & 
Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Southwest 

 Audiolesson 4, 
Track A 

 Learning Masters 
pages 28-29 

 Transparencies 
10, 11, 12, C 

 Camper readers: 
Explore the 
Southwest 

 Lesson A: Explore the Southwest 
 Preview the Text 
  Read and Discuss 
 Display Transparency 10 
 Play Audiolesson 4 

 Create a Southwest T Chart 
 Customize Instruction for ELLs 
 Independent Practice 
 Assign Learning Masters page 28 

 Teach Key Concept Words 
 Practice Key Concept Words 
 Assign Learning Masters page 29 

 Review High-Utility Words 
 Teach the Comprehension Strategy: Visualizing 
 Introduce 
 Model 
 Practice  
 Apply 

 

20 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Southwest 

 Audiolesson 4, 
Track A 

 Learning Masters 
page 28 

 Transparencies 

 Lesson A: Explore the Southwest 
 Prewriting: Summarize the big idea: “The Southwest is shaped by its 

geography, history, economy and people.” 
 Use Learning Master p. 28 (Details Web) as a structure for the 

summary. 
 Have campers use 4 pages of their journal to correspond with the 

details web; each page refers to one topic the campers chose to 
learn more about.  

 Each page should have a heading (example: “History”) Tell 
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10, 11, 12, C 
 Camper writing 

journal. 

campers they will be adding details to each page during the week 
(Day 1 through Day 3). You can either have them practice taking 
notes during the lesson every day, or recap at the end of each day’s 
lesson. (Other possible topics: Culture, People, History, 
Landforms, Economy/Jobs, Plants and Animals) 

 Campers may need additional scaffolding on which subjects to 
choose for their details web. Encourage them to refer back to the 
headings in the day’s reading. 
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30 minutes 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Phonics 
 
 

Teacher Directed 
Phonics 

Instruction: 
Syllasearch 

 

Materials 
 Word cards  
 Pocket chart 
 Lined paper 
 Pencils 

 
Syllable Cards 

 shu 
 set 
 cat 
 tle 
 lad 
 un 
 der 
 cul 
 pic 
 ture 
 can 
 yon 

 
Word Cards 

 shuttle 
 settle 
 cattle 
 ladder 
 under 
 culture 
 picture 
 canyon 

 

 

- Introduction 
- Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will 

practice building and decoding words with more than one syllable.   
-  
- Teacher Explanation 
- Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will 

help them read long words (multisyllabic words) fast and easy.   
- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar 

with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within 

the words, and those syllables become the parts that campers use to 
make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

-  
- Meet the Words 
- Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or on 

cards in a pocket chart. 
- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with 

you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 
-  
- Find the Syllables  
- Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is candle. Read it with me, candle.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board 

and point to the parts of a word that you say, and name the letters in 
the syllables. 

- Say: “Point to the letters that make the can sound in candle. What are 
- the letters that make the can sound in candle?” 
- - Say: Point to the letters that make the dle sound in candle. What are 
- the letters that make the dle sound in candle?” 
- - As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, 
- put the corresponding syllable card on the chalkboard or in a pocket 
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- chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable 
Matrix. 

- - For example, the syllable card ‘can’ could appear in the first column, 
- sixth row of the matrix. The syllable card for ‘dle’ could appear in the 

second column, first row. 
- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a 

small code in the corner of each card. 
- Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and 

pronounced, and all three syllable cards are arranged according to the 
matrix below. 

 
pic tle  
set dle  
un ure  
can yon  
cat   
cult   
shut   

   
 

 
 
- Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to 

go on the part of the game called Collect the Words. 
- Collect the Words 
- In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables 

from the matrix columns. 
- Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that you 

say.   
- After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build 

the word that you say. 



5 
 

- You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not 
show the word when you say it aloud. 

- Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘ladder…ladder.” 
- Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word.   
- The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build 

the word, placing the syllable cards below the matrix to form the word. 
- The display would look like the following: 
-  

pic tle  
set   
un ure  
can yon  
cat   
cult   
shut   

   
ladder 

 
 

- Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
- Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or 

display the word card (not the syllable cards) at the far right of the 
pocket chart, so that the display looks like the following. 

 
 

pic tle ladder 
set der  
un ure  
can yon  
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cat   
cult   
shut   
lad   

 
 

- Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the 
pocket chart) to their original place in the matrix. 

- Continue the same way until all the words have been built, 
pronounced, and written.   

- At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as 
follows: 

pic tle ladder 
set der under 
un ure shuttle 
can yon settle 
cat  cattle 
cult  picture 
shut  culture 
lad  canyon 

 
 

Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 

 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Fluency 
Group 

 

Materials 
 Fluency Speed 

Drill  
 National 

Geographic 

 
 Speed drill: Each camper in this group will practice the drill. They can 

work with a partner, using timers and recording their progress. 
 Fluency graph: Model for campers how to record their scores on the 

graph. They will do this independently, going forward. 
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Independent 
Fluency Station: 

National 
Geographic 

Passages 
 

Passage: 
Welcome to the 
Southwest 

 Fluency Graph 
 Fluency Folder 
 Timers 

Pencils 
 

 Paired reading: 
 Have campers read passage with a partner, using either echo or choral 

reading. 
Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library to 
read independently after completing the exercise. 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Comprehension 
Group 

 
Independent 

Comprehension 
Station: National 

Geographic 
Explorer 

 

 
Materials 

 National 
Geographic 
Explorer readers, 
Pathfinder 
edition 

 Explorer activity 
guides 

 Comprehension 
Folder 
Pencils 
 

 
 Explorer, independent/partner reading: Campers may select an edition 

of Explorer to read. Encourage campers to pair up (though they may work 
independently if necessary) and read their selection. 

 Explorer Activity Guide: For each reader there is a corresponding 
activity guide. After reading, campers may complete the first section of 
activities in the guide. 

 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 
to read independently after completing the first section of the activity 
guide. 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 
4th Grade  

Day 2  
90 Minute Block 

 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

40 Minutes 

Comprehension & 
Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Southwest 

 Audiolesson 4, 
Track B 

 Learning Masters 
pages 30-31 

 Transparency 11 
 Camper readers: 

Explore the 
Southwest 

Lesson B: Explore the Southwest 
 Review and Recall 
 Display Transparency 11 
 Engage in a discussion. 

 Small Group Reading 
 Build Background/ Set Purpose 
 Check Understanding 
 Support Comprehension 
 Practice the Comprehension Strategy: Visualizing 

 Read and Respond 
 Complete Learning Masters pages 30-31 
 Review High-Utility Words 
 Teach the Comprehension Strategy: Visualizing 
 Read and Respond 
  Complete Learning Masters pages 30-31 

 
 

20 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Southwest 

 Audiolesson 4, 
Track B 

 Learning Masters 
pages 30-31 

 Transparency 11 
 Camper journals 
 Graphic 

Lesson B: Explore the Southwest 
 Prewriting: Campers continue to use their journal pages to include new 

information supporting the big idea: “The Southwest is shaped by its 
geography, history, economy and people.” 
 Make sure campers are entering information from the day’s 

reading or Learning Masters 30-31 on the appropriate pages of 
their journal, as they labeled them yesterday (example: information 
about the Anasazi would fit on the page labeled “Culture”). 

 Tell campers they will be adding details to each page during the 
week (Day 1 through Day 3). You can either have them practice 
taking notes during the lesson every day, or recap at the end of 
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organizer 
 Chart 

paper/markers 

each day’s lesson. 
 Campers may need additional scaffolding on which page/topic to 

write their details. Call the group together to discuss under which 
topics a detail would fit (example: “Where would information 
about a dwelling go?”). 

 Big Idea sentence/Graphic organizer: Tell campers they will be writing 
a Big Idea sentence at the top of their organizers. Ask campers what 
Explore the Southwest is mostly about. Write a few camper suggestions. 
Have campers discuss which sentence best reflects the big idea. They can 
write that on the first line of the organizer. Have a piece of chart paper that 
loosely resembles the organizer, with room for the four topics and a 
sentence for each one: 

 
Big Idea: The Southwest is shaped by its geography, history, 
economy and people. (Note: The class’s wording of this idea can 
vary as long as it has a similar meaning.) 
 

1. _________-      _____________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
 

2. _________-      _____________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

 
3. _________-      _____________________________ 

_________________________________________ 
 

4. _________-      _____________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 
30 Minutes 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Phonics 

 
Materials 

 Word cards  
 Pocket chart 

 
Introduction 

 Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will 
practice building and decoding words with more than one syllable.   
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Teacher Directed 
Phonics 

Instruction: 
Syllasearch 

 

 Lined paper 
 Pencils 

 
Syllable Cards 

 can 
 han 
 dle 
 dis 
 tant 
 tract 
 ex 
 plore 
 am 
 ple 
 re 
 cap 
 gion 
 search 
 a 
 maz 
 ing 

 
 
Word Cards 

 candle 
 handle 
 explore 
 example 
 region 
 recap 
 research 
 amazing 
 distract 
 distant 

 
 Teacher Explanation 

- Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will 
help them read long words (multisyllabic words) fast and easy.   

- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar 

with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within 

the words, and those syllables become the parts that campers use to 
make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

 
 Meet the Words 

- Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or on 
cards in a pocket chart. 

- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with 

you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 
 

 Find the Syllables  
- Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is candle. Read it with me, candle.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board 

and point to the parts of a word that you say, and name the letters in 
the syllables. 

Say: “Point to the letters that make the can sound in candle. What are 
the letters that make the can sound in candle?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the dle sound in candle. What are 
the letters that make the dle sound in candle?” 
- As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, 
put the corresponding syllable card on the chalkboard or in a pocket 
chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable 
Matrix. 
- For example, the syllable card ‘can’ should appear in the first column, 
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\ sixth row of the matrix. The syllable card for ‘dle’ should appear in the 
second column, first row. 
- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a 

small code in the corner of each card. 
Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and 
pronounced, and all three syllable cards are arranged according to the 
matrix below. 
 
dis dle ing  
han plore ple  
ex search   
re am   
a tract   
can maz   
 tant   
 cap   
 gion   
    

 
- Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to 

go on the part of the game called Collect the Words. 
 Collect the Words 

- In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables 
from the matrix columns. 

- Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that you 
say.   

- After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build 
the word that you say. 

- You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not 
show the word when you say it aloud. 

- Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘distant … distant” 
- Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word.   
- The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build 



13 
 

the word, placing the syllable cards below the matrix to form the word. 
- The display would look like the following: 

 
 
 dle ing  
han plore ple  
ex search   
re am   
a tract   
can maz   
    
 cap   
 gion   

distant 
 

 Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
 Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or 

display the word card (not the syllable cards) at the far right of the pocket 
chart, so that the display looks like the following. 
 

dis dle ing distant 
han plore ple  
ex search   
re am   
a tract   
can maz   
 tant   
 cap   
 gion   
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 Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the 

pocket chart) to their original place in the matrix. 
 Continue the same way until all the words have been built, pronounced, 

and written.   
 At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as follows: 

 
dis dle ing distant 

han plore ple distract 
ex search  candle 
re am  handle 
a tract  explore 
can maz  example 
 tant  research 
 cap  recap 
 gion  region 
   amazing 

 
 Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 
 
 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Fluency 
Group 

 
 

Independent 
Fluency Station: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Fluency Speed 

Drill  
 National 

Geographic 
Passage: “The 
Anasazi” 

 Fluency Graph 
 Fluency Folder 
 Timers 
 Pencils 

 
 Speed drill: Each camper in this group will practice the drill. They can 

work with a partner, using timers and recording their progress. 
 

 Fluency graph: Campers will work in pairs to use the timers to count how 
many words they can read in one minute. Each day they will practice the 
assigned passage, and graph the amount of words read correctly.  

 
 Paired reading: 
 Have campers read passage with a partner, using either echo or choral 

reading. 
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Passages 
 
 
 

Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 
to read independently after completing the exercise. 

 Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Comprehension 
Group 

 
Independent 

Comprehension 
Station: National 

Geographic 
Explorer 

 
 

 
Materials 

 National 
Geographic 
Explorer readers, 
Pathfinder 
edition 

 Explorer activity 
guides 

 Comprehension 
Folder 

 Pencils 
 

 
 Explorer, independent/partner reading: Campers continue with the 

edition of Explorer they selected on Day 1. Encourage campers to pair up 
(though they may work independently if necessary) and read their 
selection. 

 Explorer Activity Guide: For each reader there is a corresponding 
activity guide. After reading, campers may complete a section of activities 
in the guide. 
Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 
to read independently after completing a section of the activity guide. 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 
4th Grade  

Day 3  
90 Minute Block 

 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

 
40 Minutes 

Comprehension & 
Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Southwest 

 Audiolesson 4, 
Track C 

 Learning 
Masters, pages 
32-33 

 Camper readers: 
Explore the 
Southwest 

Lesson C: Explore the Southwest 
 Review and Recall 
 Engage in a discussion. 
 Recap Prompt: Describe what life is like in the Southwest. 

 Small Group Reading 
 Build Background/ Set Purpose 
 Check Understanding 
 Support Comprehension 
 Practice the Comprehension Strategy: Visualizing 

 Read and Respond 
 Complete Learning Masters pages 32-33 

15 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Southwest 

 Audiolesson 4, 
Track C 

 Learning 
Masters, pages 
32-33 

 Camper journals 
 Graphic 

organizer 

Lesson C: Explore the Southwest 
 Finish note taking: Tell campers to add a few final details to their journal 

pages. 
 Draft: Campers use the information from their journal pages to 

summarize the big idea: “The Southwest is shaped by its geography, 
history, economy and people.” 
 Use the graphic organizer to write a big idea sentence. Each of the 

four sub-sections should start with a topic sentence recapping a 
page from the camper journals (example: “The Anasazi are part of 
the culture of the Southwest” or “Some of the landforms in the 
southwest are canyons and desert.”) 

 Encourage campers to write additional detail sentences for each of 
the four topics. 

 When campers finish the organizer, they may begin writing their 
draft copies in their journals. 

 Tell campers they will be finishing drafts and editing each other’s 
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work tomorrow. 

 
20 Minutes 

Novel Study 
Maniac Magee by 

Jerri Spinelli 
 

Materials: 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Maniac Magee 
 Camper Text: 

Maniac Magee 

 
Lesson 1: Maniac Magee 
Before Reading the Book 
 Pre-reading Activities: 
 Teacher’s Guide page 5 
  Make Predictions 

 Discussion Questions: 
  Why might young children be forced to live on their own without 

anyone taking care of them? 
 How can unusual events change a young person’s life? 
  What do you think it is like being in a new and different 

environment? 
 Pair/ share with a partner or small group 
 Share with the entire group 

 Read Chapters 1-11 
 Vocabulary Routine: 
 infamous: If a person is infamous, then they have an extremely 

bad reputation. 
 Point out the word ‘famous’ in it. Discuss how having such a 

bad reputation (infamous) is different than being famous. 
 Ask campers to name characters they can think of who are 

infamous. Have them explain why. 
 Samaritan: A good Samaritan does a good deed for someone 

else. 
 Ask campers examples and non-examples, such as, “Would a 

Samaritan help an elderly person cross the street?” (yes) and 
“Would a Samaritan steal candy from someone?” (no) 

 Press campers to tell a time they, or someone they know, might 
have been a Samaritan. 

  pandemonium: If there is pandemonium, there is chaos or 
torment. 
 Describe pandemonium to campers. Be sure to include details 

on how people might be acting much differently than when 
they are in a calm situation. 
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 Ask them what kind of situations might cause pandemonium 
(possible answers – a tornado; animals getting loose at the Zoo; 
a sinking boat; etc).  

 Guiding Questions (During & After Reading): 
  What happens to Maniac’s parents? (page 5) 
 What is strange about Aunt Dot and Uncle Dan? (page 6) (think-

pair-share) 
 Why does Amanda finally give Maniac a book? (page 13) 
  What are the “Finsterwallies”? (page 18) 
  What is interesting about dinner at the Pickwells’? (page 21) 
 Why is John MacNab so angry with Maniac? (page 24) 
 Why do the Cobras stop chasing Maniac? (page 32) 
 Why does Maniac have trouble with Mars Bar and the word 

“bad”? (page 35) (think-pair-share) 
  What does Maniac feel like doing after the lady “saved” him from 

Mars Bar? (page 37) 
 Why does Amanda blame Mars Bar and not Maniac for tearing her 

book? (page 39) (think-pair-share) 

15 minutes 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Phonics 
Group 

 

 
Materials 

 Teacher’s Guide: 
Explore the 
Southwest 
(Lesson A and B)

 Camper copies of 
Explore the 
Southwest 

 Camper journals 
 Graphic 

organizer 
 Chart 

paper/markers 
pencils 

 
 Rereading the text/Organizing information: Campers in this group will 

have extra assistance in comprehension and organizing information for 
their drafts during this time. (Note: All campers will be starting their 
drafts today during the writing segment of the 90-minute block.) 
 Organizing information: Tell campers, “We are going to take 

information from the text and group it into four topics.  
 Ask the campers what they have read about so far. Use the details 

they recall to create four topics. Try to steer the campers toward 
topics such as “history,” “landforms,” “economy/jobs,” “people,” 
or “plants and animals.” 

 Teacher reads aloud the passages from Sections A and B (pages 6 
through 15), one page at a time.  
 On page 7, for example, say, “Sagebrush and cactus tell us 

plants in the Southwest. Native Americans have been here 
thousands of years, and cowboys and city people – all those 
could go under ‘People.’ 
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 As campers find information for their topics, model for them how 
to write it in their journal pages, as simple phrases or words. 

 

 
 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Fluency 
Group 

 
 

Independent 
Fluency Station:  

 
 

 
Materials 

 Readers’ Theatre 
book: Funny 
Read-Aloud 
Plays by Justin 
McCory Martin 
(copies for each 
camper in this 
group) 

 Kid-friendly 
directions on 
practicing the 
play. 

 
 Readers’ Theatre: Teacher chooses a story from the book for campers to 

read with a partner. Each camper will divide up the parts with the partner. 
They will work with the partner to read the lines repeatedly to improve 
their prosody.  
 Please give campers the kid-friendly directions for how to practice the 

play.  
 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 

to read independently after completing the exercise. 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Comprehension 
Group 

 
Independent 

Comprehension 
Station: National 

Geographic 
Explorer 

 

 
Materials 

 National 
Geographic 
Explorer readers, 
Pathfinder 
edition 

 Explorer activity 
guides 

 Comprehension 
Folder 
Pencils 

 
 Explorer, independent/partner reading: Campers continue with the 

edition of Explorer they selected, or a new edition if they have finished the 
accompanying packet. Encourage campers to pair up (though they may 
work independently if necessary) and read their selection. 

 Explorer Activity Guide: For each reader there is a corresponding 
activity guide. After reading, campers may complete a section of activities 
in the guide. 
 

 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 
to read independently after completing a section of the activity guide. 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 

4th Grade  
Day 4  

90 Minute Block 
 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

40 Minutes 

Comprehension & 
Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Southwest 

 Audiolesson 4, 
Track D 

 Learning Masters 
pages 34-35 

 Camper readers: 
Explore the 
Southwest 

Lesson D: Explore the Southwest 
 Review and Recall 
 Engage in a discussion. 
 Recap Prompt: Describe what people know about Anasazi culture. 

 Small Group Reading 
 Summarize Key Concepts/ Set Purposes 
 Check Understanding 
 Support Comprehension 

 Read and Respond 
 Apply the Comprehension Strategy: Visualizing 
 Complete Learning Masters pages 34-35 

15 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Southwest 

 Camper journals 
 Graphic organizer 
 Expository writing 

rubric checklist. 

 Draft: Campers are using their graphic organizers to write and complete 
drafts summarizing the big idea: “The Southwest is shaped by its 
geography, history, economy and people.” 
 Use the graphic organizer to write a big idea sentence in the draft. 

Campers will use the four topic sentences to begin additional 
paragraphs. 

 Peer editing: Show campers the rubric. Explain the expectations. Model 
peer editing by looking at a draft, checking off items as you see them on 
the paper. 
 Tell campers they will be working in pairs. After an individual 

camper looks over the checklist for his/her own work, the camper 
gives the work to a partner. Partners will read each others’ work and 
fill out the checklist on the partner’s paper. 

 As campers finish their drafts, pair them with others for peer editing. 
\ 
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20 Minutes Novel Study 
Maniac Magee by 

Jerri Spinelli 
 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Maniac Magee 
 Camper Text: 

Maniac Magee 
 

Lesson 2: Maniac Magee 
 Continue Reading Chapters 1-11 
 Vocabulary Routine: 
 infamous: If a person is infamous, then they have an extremely bad 

reputation. 
 Ask campers to think of an infamous character in the novel. Have 

them do think-pair-share, explaining to a partner why the 
character is infamous, and then share with the whole group. 

 Samaritan: A good Samaritan does a good deed for someone else. 
 Have campers briefly share with a partner how anyone in the 

novel has acted like a Samaritan. (think-pair-share)  
 pandemonium: If there is pandemonium, there is chaos or torment. 
 If you are comfortable with the class’s behavior, have them briefly 

act out what pandemonium looks like.  
 Guiding Questions (During & After Reading): 
 What happens to Maniac’s parents? (page 5) 
 What is strange about Aunt Dot and Uncle Dan? (page 6) (think-

pair-share) 
 Why does Amanda finally give Maniac a book? (page 13) 
  What are the “Finsterwallies”? (page 18) 
  What is interesting about dinner at the Pickwells’? (page 21) 
 Why is John MacNab so angry with Maniac? (page 24) 
 Why do the Cobras stop chasing Maniac? (page 32) 
 Why does Maniac have trouble with Mars Bar and the word 

“bad”? (page 35) (think-pair-share) 
  What does Maniac feel like doing after the lady “saved” him from 

Mars Bar? (page 37) 
 Why does Amanda blame Mars Bar and not Maniac for tearing 

her book? (page 39) (think-pair-share) 
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15 Minutes 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Phonics group 
 

 
Materials 

 Pocket chart  
 lined paper 
 pencils 
 dis- word cards 
 discontinue 
 distrust 
 disappear 
 dishonest 
 disrespect 
 disagree 
 disc 
 distract 
 district 
 distance 
 dishes 
 dishware 

 
 Word Sort: the prefix dis-  
 Use the pocket chart to make a table as follows: 

 
dis- prefix: 
meaning 
opposite, or 
against 

Spelling/pronunciation 
only 

Part of the 
word/different 
pronunciation 

   
   
   
   
   
   

 
 Word cards: Read campers the word on each of the cards, which can 

be lined up to one side of the chart. Have them repeat each word. 
 Model sorting: Next tell campers they will be sorting the cards into 

three categories: 
 Prefix: any words that mean the opposite, or against, the word 

that follows the prefix. Say “For example, I know dishonest 
means the opposite of honest. So I will put it in the first column.” 
Place the card in that column.  

 Spelling/pronunciation only: words where the sound “dis” is 
heard, but doesn’t change the meaning of the word. Say, “I know 
that distance goes in the middle column, because I hear ‘dis’ in it, 
but it’s not the opposite of ‘tance.’ That wouldn’t make sense.” 
Place the card in that column. 

 Part of the word/different pronunciation: words that do not 
have the sound ‘dis’ in them. Say, “I see the word dishes and I 
don’t hear the sound ‘dis’ at all. So I know to put dishes in the 
third column.” Place the card in that column. 

 Independent sorting: Show campers how to fold their paper into 
three sections. Tell them to start sorting the words into three columns 
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like on the pocket chart. Give them 5-10 minutes to do so. 
 Sharing out, whole group: When most campers are ready, have them 

come up to the pocket chart, one by one, to sort the cards into 
appropriate columns. Have them explain why they chose that column 
(example: disrespect means you don’t show someone respect). Ask 
others in the group to agree or disagree. 

 The final chart will appear as follows, in no particular order other than 
the first word in each column, which the teacher placed while 
modeling the sort: 

 
dis- prefix: 
meaning 
opposite, or 
against 

Spelling/pronunciation 
only 

Part of the 
word/different 
pronunciation 

dishonest distract dishes 
distrust disc dishware 
disappear district  
discontinue   
disrespect   
disagree   

 
 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Fluency group 
 

Materials 
 Readers’ Theatre 

book: Funny 
Read-Aloud Plays 
by Justin McCory 
Martin (copies for 
each camper in 
this group) 

 Kid-friendly 
directions on 
practicing the 
play. 

 
 Readers’ Theatre: Each camper in this group will continue practicing 

their play from yesterday. They will work with a partner to read the lines 
repeatedly to improve their prosody.  

 
 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class 

library to read independently after completing the exercise. 
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Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Comprehension 
group 

 
Independent 

Comprehension 
Station: National 

Geographic 
Explorer 

 

Materials 
 National 

Geographic 
Explorer readers, 
Pathfinder edition 

 Explorer activity 
guides 

 Comprehension 
Folder 

 Pencils 

 
 Explorer, independent/partner reading: Campers continue with the 

edition of Explorer they selected, or a new edition if they have finished 
the accompanying packet. Encourage campers to pair up (though they 
may work independently if necessary) and read their selection. 

 Explorer Activity Guide: For each reader there is a corresponding 
activity guide. After reading, campers may complete a section of 
activities in the guide. 

 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class 
library to read independently after completing a section of the activity 
guide. 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 
4th Grade  

Day 5  
90 Minute Block 

 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

20 Minutes 

Fluency: 
Fabulously Famous 
Books for Building 

Fluency 

Materials 
Titles:  

 Various from the 
Fabulously 
Famous Books 
--or— 
Various National 
Geographic 
library titles – 
Explorer books, 
The Southwest 

 
 

Introduction 
 Today the campers will choose a book and read independently or with a 

partner.    
 

Fluency Performance 
 Explain to the campers that there are many ways to know if a book is just 

right for them to read on their own. 
 Tell them to think about Goldilocks and the Three Bears.  Goldilocks 

wanted things that were “just right.” 
 Tell campers that if they are not sure if the book is "just right" or not then 

they can use the Five Finger Rule to help them decide. 
 Distribute copies of the book mark “How to Choose ‘Just Right Books.” 
 Review the Five Finger Rule with campers:  
Please note: The information in parenthesis does not appear on the book mark. 

1. Look at the cover. (Decide if this topic interests you.) 
2. Read the title and the author. (You may find an author or illustrator 

that you are familiar with.) 
3. Read the blurb in the back. (The back of the book will provide you with 

information about the topic or story.  Sometimes there is no 
information on the back of the book.) 

4. Flip through the book.  
5. Read the first page. (While you read the first page, use the five finder 

rule below) 
6. Use the 5 Finger Rule. (If you can easily read all the words on the 

page, the book may be too easy for you, if there are four or five words 
on the page that are too hard to read, then this book may be too 
difficult for you.  If you find between 2-3 words on the page that are 
challenging, then the book may be just right for you!)   
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7. Hold up a finger each time you find a word that is too difficult to read 
or understand.   

8. Finding a book that is just right for you will allow you to enjoy 
reading! 

 Allow campers to choose a book from the Tim Rasinski Fabulously 
Famous Book selection or National Geographic library. 

 Allow campers to read for about 15 minutes and allow a few campers to 
share the title and content of the book they read.   

30 Minutes 

Comprehension 
& Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Southwest 
 
(Note: The 
Research and 
Writing section 
of today’s lesson 
has been cut. 
Campers will 
finish writing 
their summaries 
today during the 
writing block.) 

Lesson E: Explore the Southwest 
 Zoom in on Words 
 Teach Verbs 
 Identify verbs in context and create new sentences. 

 Teach Nouns and Proper Nouns 
 Read aloud the text and captions. 
 Compare and contrast common and proper nouns. 

 Extend Word Practice (optional) 
 Action! 
 Name Game 
 Independent Practice: Assign Learning Masters page 36 

 Build Language Skills for ELLs 
 Teach High-Utility Words 
 Build Oral Language Skills 
 Customize for ELLs 

 Home Connection 
 Introduce the Family Focus letter on page 39. 

20 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Southwest 

 Camper journals 
 Graphic 

organizer 
 Expository 

writing rubric 
checklist. 

Publish/Present 
 
 Publish: Have campers wrap up their peer editing if they haven’t done so 

yet. They can begin writing their final copies. 
 Remind them once more about the rubric and expectations for writing. 

 Present/Evaluate: When campers finish, they may read their papers to the 
class. 
 Campers can evaluate their peers as a whole group. After a camper 

presents, have others raise their hands with a final score (example: 3 
out of 4). The teacher or presenting camper can call on others to 
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explain why they gave the score they indicated. 

 
20 Minutes 

 
Novel Study 

Maniac Magee by 
Jerri Spinelli 

 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Maniac Magee 
 Camper Text: 

Maniac Magee 
 Teacher’s Guide 

Maniac Magee 
page 12 

 Crayons 
 Pencils 

Lesson 3: Maniac Magee 
 
 Hands-On Project: The World’s Best Candy Bar! Page 12 
 Campers will create their own candy bar using the template provided 

on page 12. 
 Provide an opportunity for campers to share their candy bar creation 

with a partner. 
 Select a few campers to share with the entire group. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



30 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How to Choose 
“Just Right” Books 

1. Look at the cover. 
2. Read the title and the author. 
3. Read the blurb in the back. 
4. Flip through the book. 
5. Read the first page. 
6. Use the 5 Finger Rule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0-1 Fingers—Too Easy 
2-3 Fingers—Just Right 
4-5 Fingers—Too Hard 

How to Choose 
“Just Right” Books 

1. Look at the cover. 
2. Read the title and the author. 
3. Read the blurb in the back. 
4. Flip through the book. 
5. Read the first page. 
6. Use the 5 Finger Rule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0-1 Fingers—Too Easy 
2-3 Fingers—Just Right 
4-5 Fingers—Too Hard 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 
4th Grade  

Day 6 
90 Minute Block 

 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

40 Minutes 

Comprehension & 
Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the West 
 Audiolesson 5, 

Track A 
 Learning Masters, 

pages 28-29 
 Transparencies13, 

14, 15, A 

Lesson A: Explore the West 
 Preview the Text 
 Read and Discuss 
 Display Transparency 13 
 Play Audiolesson 5 

 Create a West T Chart 
 Customize Instruction for ELLs 
 Independent Practice 
 Assign Learning Masters page 28 

 Teach Key Concept Words 
 Practice Key Concept Words 
 Assign Learning Masters page 29 

 Review High-Utility Words 
 Teach the Comprehension Strategy: Making Connections 
 Introduce 
 Model 
 Practice  
 Apply 

20 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the West 
 Audiolesson 5, 

Track A 
 Learning Masters, 

pages 28-29 
 Transparencies 

13, 14, 15, A 
 Student writing 

 Lesson A: Explore the West 
 Prewriting: Summarize the big idea: “The West is shaped by its 

geography, history, economy and people.” 
 Use Learning Master p. 28 (Details Web) as a structure for the 

summary. 
 Have campers use 4 pages of their journal to correspond with the 

details web; each page refers to one topic the campers chose to 
learn more about.  

 Each page should have a heading (example: “History”) Tell 
campers they will be adding details to each page during the week 
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journal (Day 1 through Day 3). You can either have them practice taking 
notes during the lesson every day, or recap at the end of each day’s 
lesson. (Other possible topics: Culture, People, History, 
Landforms, Economy/Jobs, Plants and Animals) 

 Campers may need additional scaffolding on which subjects to 
choose for their details web. Encourage them to refer back to the 
headings in the day’s reading. 

30 minutes 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Phonics 
 
 

Teacher Directed 
Phonics 

Instruction: 
Syllasearch 

 

Materials 
 Word cards  
 Pocket chart 
 Lined paper 
 Pencils 

 
Syllable Cards 

(first column) 
 tra 
 na 
 e 
 set 
 cat 
 re 
 dis 
(second column) 
 di 
 tion 
 rup 
 tle 
 flec 
 cov 
(third column) 
 tion 
 al 
 er 

 

 
Introduction 
 Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will 

practice building and decoding words with more than one syllable.   
 
 Teacher Explanation 

- Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will 
help them read long words (multisyllabic words) fast and easy.   

- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar 

with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within 

the words, and those syllables become the parts that campers use to 
make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

 
 Meet the Words 

- Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or 
on cards in a pocket chart. 

- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with 

you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 

 
 Find the Syllables  

- Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is national. Read it with me, national.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board 

and point to the parts of a word that you say, and name the letters in 
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Word Cards 
 tradition 
 national 
 eruption 
 settle 
 cattle 
 reflection 
 recover 
 discover 

 

the syllables. 
Say: “Point to the letters that make the na sound in national. What are 
the letters that make the na sound in national?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the tion sound in national. What are 
the letters that make the tion sound in national?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the al sound in national. What are 
the letters that make the al sound in national?” 
- As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, 
put the corresponding syllable card on the chalkboard or in a pocket 
chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable Matrix. 
- For example, the syllable card ‘na’ could appear in the first column, 
second row of the matrix. The syllable card for ‘tion’ could appear in the 
second column, fifth row. The syllable card for ‘al’ could be in the third 
column, second row. 

- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a 
small code in the corner of each card. 

Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and 
pronounced, and all three syllable cards are arranged according to the matrix 
below. 
 

tra cov er 
na flec al 
e tle tion 

set rup  
cat tion  
re di  
dis   
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- Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to 
go on the part of the game called Collect the Words. 

 Collect the Words 
- In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables 

from the matrix columns. 
- Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that you 

say.   
- After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build 

the word that you say. 
- You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not 

show the word when you say it aloud. 
- Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘tradition…tradition.” 
- Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word.   
- The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build 

the word, placing the syllable cards below the matrix to form the 
word. 

- The display would look like the following: 
-  

 cov er 
na flec al 
e tle  

set rup  
cat tion  
re   
dis   

   
tradition 

 
 

- Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
- Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or 
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display the word card (not the syllable cards) at the far right of the 
pocket chart, so that the display looks like the following. 

 
 

tra cov er tradition 
na flec al  
e tle tion  

set rup   
cat tion   
re di   
dis    

 
 

- Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the 
pocket chart) to their original place in the matrix. 

- Continue the same way until all the words have been built, 
pronounced, and written.   

- At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as 
follows: 

 
tra cov er national 
na flec al tradition 
e tle tion eruption 

set rup  settle 
cat tion  cattle 
re di  reflection 
dis   recover 

   discover 
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Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 

 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Fluency 
Group 

 
Independent 

Fluency Station: 
National 

Geographic 
Passages 

 

Materials 
 Fluency Speed 

Drill  
 National 

Geographic 
Passage: 
Welcome to the 
West 

 Timers 
Pencils 
 

 
 Speed drill: Each student in this group will practice the drill. They can 

work with a partner, using timers and recording their progress. 
 Fluency graph: Model for campers how to record their scores on the 

graph. They will do this independently, going forward. 
 Paired reading: 
 Have campers read passage with a partner, using either echo or choral 

reading. 
 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 

to read independently after completing the exercise. 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Comprehension 
Group 

 
Independent 

Comprehension 
Station: National 

Geographic 
Explorer 

 

 
Materials 

 National 
Geographic 
Explorer readers, 
Pathfinder edition

 Explorer activity 
guides 

 Comprehension 
Folder 
Pencils 
 

 
 Explorer, independent/partner reading: Campers may select an edition 

of Explorer to read. Encourage campers to pair up (though they may work 
independently if necessary) and read their selection. 

 Explorer Activity Guide: For each reader there is a corresponding 
activity guide. After reading, campers may complete the first section of 
activities in the guide. 

 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 
to read independently after completing the first section of the activity 
guide. 

 
 
 



37 
 

 
Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 

4th Grade  
Day 7  

90 Minute Block 
 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

40 Minutes 

Comprehension & 
Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the West 
 Audiolesson 5, 

Track B 
 Learning 

Masters, pages 
30-31 

 Transparency 14 

Lesson B: Explore the West 
 Review and Recall 
 Display Transparency 14 
 Engage in a discussion. 

 Small Group Reading 
 Build Background/ Set Purpose 
 Check Understanding 
 Support Comprehension 
 Practice the Comprehension Strategy: Making Connections 

 Read and Respond 
 Complete Learning Masters pages 30-31  

 
 

 
 

20 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the West 
 Audiolesson 5, 

Track B 
 Learning Masters 

pages 30-31 
 Transparency 14 
 Student journals 
 Graphic 

organizer 
 Chart 

Lesson B: Explore the West 
 Prewriting: Campers continue to use their journal pages to include new 

information supporting the big idea: “The West is shaped by its 
geography, history, economy and people.” 
 Make sure campers are entering information from the day’s 

reading or Learning Masters 30-31 on the appropriate pages of 
their journal, as they labeled them yesterday (example: information 
about the Rocky Mountains would fit on the page labeled 
“Landforms”). 

 Tell campers they will be adding details to each page during the 
week (Day 1 through Day 3). You can either have them practice 
taking notes during the lesson every day, or recap at the end of 
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paper/markers each day’s lesson. 
 Campers may need additional scaffolding on which page/topic to 

write their details. Call the group together to discuss under which 
topics a detail would fit (example: “Where would information 
about technology and software go?”). 

 Big Idea sentence/Graphic organizer: Tell campers they will be writing 
a Big Idea sentence at the top of their organizers. Ask campers what 
Explore the West is mostly about. Write a few student suggestions. Have 
campers discuss which sentence best reflects the big idea. They can write 
that on the first line of the organizer. Have a piece of chart paper that 
loosely resembles the organizer, with room for the four topics and a 
sentence for each one: 

 
Big Idea: The West is shaped by its geography, history, economy 
and people. (Note: The class’s wording of this idea can vary as 
long as it has a similar meaning.) 
 

5. _________-      _____________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
 

6. _________-      _____________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

 
7. _________-      _____________________________ 

_________________________________________ 
 

8. _________-      _____________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
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30 Minutes Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Phonics 
 
 

Teacher Directed 
Phonics 

Instruction: 
Syllasearch 

 

Materials 
 Word cards  
 Pocket chart 
 Lined paper 
 Pencils 

 
Syllable Cards 

(First column) 
 A 
 Mex 
 mis 
 pas 
 won 
 wil 
 com 
 de 
 
(second column) 
 mer 
 i 
 sion 
 der 
 mun 
 stroy 
 scribe 
 
(third column) 
 i 
 can 
 ful 
 ness 
 
(fourth column) 
 can 

Introduction 
 Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will 

practice building and decoding words with more than one syllable.   
 

 Teacher Explanation 
- Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will 

help them read long words (multisyllabic words) fast and easy.   
- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar 

with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within 

the words, and those syllables become the parts that campers use to 
make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

 
 Meet the Words 

- Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or on 
cards in a pocket chart. 

- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with 

you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 
 

 Find the Syllables  
- Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is describe. Read it with me, describe.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board 

and point to the parts of a word that you say, and name the letters in 
the syllables. 

Say: “Point to the letters that make the de sound in describe. What are 
the letters that make the de sound in describe?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the scribe sound in describe. What are 
the letters that make the scribe sound in describe?” 
- As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, 
put the corresponding syllable card on the chalkboard or in a pocket 
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 ty 
 
 
 
 
Word Cards 

 American 
 Mexican 
 mission 
 passion 
 wonderful 
 wilderness 
 community 
 destroy 
 describe 

\ 

chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable 
Matrix. 
- For example, the syllable card ‘de’ should appear in the first column, 
fifth row of the matrix. The syllable card for ‘scribe’ should appear in the 
second column, first row. 
- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a 

small code in the corner of each card. 
Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and 
pronounced, and all three syllable cards are arranged according to the 
matrix below. 

 
A scribe ful ty  
pas stroy i can  
mis mun can   
Mex der ness   
de sion    
wil i    
com mer    
won     
 

 
 
- Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to 

go on the part of the game called Collect the Words. 
 Collect the Words 

- In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables 
from the matrix columns. 

- Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that you 
say.   

- After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build 
the word that you say. 

- You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not 
show the word when you say it aloud. 

- Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘wonderful … wonderful” 
- Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word.   
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- The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build 
the word, placing the syllable cards below the matrix to form the word. 

- The display would look like the following: 
 
 
A scribe  ty  
pas stroy i can  
mis mun can   
Mex  ness   
de sion    
wil i    
com mer    
     

wonderful 
 
 

 Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
 Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or 

display the word card (not the syllable cards) at the far right of the pocket 
chart, so that the display looks like the following. 

 
 
A scribe ful ty wonderful 
pas stroy i can  
mis mun can   
Mex der ness   
de sion    
wil i    
com mer    
won     

 
 
 
 Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the 

pocket chart) to their original place in the matrix. 
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 Continue the same way until all the words have been built, pronounced, 
and written.   

 At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as follows: 
 

 
A scribe ful ty American 
pas stroy i can Mexican 
mis mun can  mission 
Mex der ness  passion 
de sion   wonderful 
wil i   wilderness 
com mer   community 
won    destroy 

    describe 
 

 
 
 Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 
 
 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Fluency 
Group 

 
 

Independent 
Fluency Station: 

National 
Geographic 

Passages 
 
 
 

Materials 
 Fluency Speed 

Drill  
 National 

Geographic 
Passage: “San 
Francisco” 

 Fluency Graph 
 Fluency Folder 
 Timers 
 Pencils 

 
 Speed drill: Each student in this group will practice the drill. They can 

work with a partner, using timers and recording their progress. 
 Fluency graph: Campers will work in pairs to use the timers to count how 

many words they can read in one minute. Each day they will practice the 
assigned passage, and graph the amount of words read correctly.  

 Paired reading: 
 Have campers read passage with a partner, using either echo or choral 

reading. 
Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 
to read independently after completing the exercise. 
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 Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Comprehension 
Group 

 
Independent 

Comprehension 
Station: National 

Geographic 
Explorer 

 
 

 
Materials 

 National 
Geographic 
Explorer readers, 
Pathfinder 
edition 

 Explorer activity 
guides 

 Comprehension 
Folder 

 Pencils 
 

 
 Explorer, independent/partner reading: Campers continue with the 

edition of Explorer they selected on Day 1. Encourage campers to pair up 
(though they may work independently if necessary) and read their 
selection. 

 Explorer Activity Guide: For each reader there is a corresponding 
activity guide. After reading, campers may complete the first section of 
activities in the guide. 
Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 
to read independently after completing the activity guide. 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 
4th Grade  

Day 8 
90 Minute Block 

 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

 
40 Minutes 

Comprehension & 
Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the West 
 Audiolesson 5, 

Track C 
 Learning 

Masters, pages 
32-33 

 Student readers: 
Explore the West 

Lesson C: Explore the West 
 Review and Recall 
 Engage in a discussion. 
 Recap Prompt: Describe what life is like in the West. 

 Small Group Reading 
 Build Background/ Set Purpose 
 Check Understanding 
 Support Comprehension 
 Practice the Comprehension Strategy: Making Connections 

 Read and Respond 
 Complete Learning Masters pages 32-33 

15 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the West 
 Audiolesson 5, 

Track C 
 Learning 

Masters, pages 
32-33 

 Student journals 
 Graphic 

organizer 

Lesson C: Explore the West 
 Finish note taking: Tell campers to add a few final details to their journal 

pages. 
 Draft: Campers use the information from their journal pages to 

summarize the big idea: “The West is shaped by its geography, history, 
economy and people.” 
 Use the graphic organizer to write a big idea sentence. Each of the 

four sub-sections should start with a topic sentence recapping a 
page from the student journals (example: “Timber and technology 
are some kinds of jobs for people in the West” or “Some of the 
landforms in the West are mountains and desert.”) 

 Encourage campers to write additional detail sentences for each of 
the four topics. 

 When campers finish the organizer, they may begin writing their 
draft copies in their journals. 

 Tell campers they will be finishing drafts and editing each other’s 
work tomorrow. 
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20 Minutes 

Novel Study 
Maniac Magee by 

Jerri Spinelli 
 

Materials: 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Maniac Magee 
 Student Text: 

Maniac Magee 

 
Lesson 4: Maniac Magee 
 Review the following assignment with campers so they are prepared to 
share their responses on Friday. 
  Into Your Life: Saying “Hi” Page 20  
 In Chapter 2 of Maniac Magee, Maniac is willing to say “Hi” to 

people as he passes them. Even though he does not know these people, 
he is willing to take a change to see how they will respond. He 
receives both positive and negative reactions to his friendliness. 

 Try at least one of the “Maniac-Type experiences on page 20. 
 You will share your experience with classmates at the end of the week. 

 Read Chapters 12-21 
 

 Vocabulary Routine: 
 vow(ed): If you vow to do something, then you make a promise.  

 Ask campers if they have ever vowed to do something. What 
was it? Who did they vow it to? 

 Ask, “What happens if someone vows to do something, and 
they don’t do it?” 

 propel: Propel is to move or push somebody or something 
forward.  
 Have the campers say the word and act out pushing forward at 

the same time.  
 Example vs. nonexample: Have them act it out each time you 

give an example:  
 Say, “Would you propel a basketball towards the hoop?” 

(Campers push forward and say ‘propel’) 
 Say, “Would a $100 prize in a race propel you to reach the 

finish line?” (Campers push forward and say ‘propel’) 
 Say, “Can you propel something just by staring at it?” 

(campers say ‘no’ or do nothing) 
 gawk(ed): If someone gawks then they stare at you in an awkward 

or rude way.  
 Show campers what gawking looks like. Have them try it. 
 Ask them what might make someone gawk. Guide the 
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discussion toward outrageous or strange sights or occurrences 
that would prompt that look.  

 Example vs. nonexample: Have them act it out each time you 
give an example:  
 Ask, “What if you saw an elephant walking down the 

street?” (campers gawk) 
 Ask, “What if you saw someone sharpening a pencil?” (no 

-- campers do nothing) 
 Ask, “Would you gawk at a man who is as tall as the 

ceiling in here?” (campers gawk) 
 Ask, “Would you gawk at a student reading a book?” (no -- 

campers do nothing) 
 

 Guiding Questions (During & After Reading): 
 Why does Mr. Beale take Maniac back to the Beale house? (page 

43 ) 
 What does Maniac do before falling asleep at the Beale house? 

Why? (page 44 ) 
 What is the only way Hester and Lester agree to take a bath? (page 

48 ) 
 What is Maniac allergic to? Why is everyone surprised about this? 

(page 49 ) 
 What feeling is Maniac “blind to”? (page 57 ) 
 What idea does Amanda have for making everyone like Maniac? 

(page 69 )Do you think her idea will work? (think-pair-share) 
 What doe Maniac do for ten minutes before trying to untie the 

knot? (page 71 ) 
 Why does Maniac feel he has to leave the Beale family? (page 75) 
 (think-pair-share) 
 Why does Maniac leave town by walking down the center of 

Hector Street? (page 76 ) 
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15 minutes Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Phonics 
Group 

 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the West 
(Lesson A and B)

 Student copies of 
Explore the West 

 Student journals 
 Graphic 

organizer 
 Chart 

paper/markers 
pencils 

 Rereading the text/Organizing information: Campers in this group will 
have extra assistance in comprehension and organizing information for 
their drafts during this time. (Note: All campers will be starting their 
drafts today during the writing segment of the 90-minute block.) 
 Organizing information: Tell campers, “We are going to take 

information from the text and group it into four topics.  
 Ask the campers what they have read about so far. Use the details 

they recall to create four topics. Try to steer the campers toward 
topics such as “history,” “landforms,” “economy/jobs,” “people,” 
or “plants and animals.” 

 Teacher reads aloud the passages from Sections A and B (pages 6 
through 15), one page at a time.  
 On page 9, for example, say, “Death Valley is a desert – that’s 

a landform. ‘Owls, snakes, geckos and coyotes come out at 
night’ – that tells me about animals.” 

 As campers find information for their topics, model for them how 
to write it in their journal pages, as simple phrases or words. 

 
 
 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Fluency 
Group 

 
 

Independent 
Fluency Station: 

National 
Geographic 

Passages 
 
 

   Materials 
 Readers’ Theatre 

book: Funny 
Read-Aloud 
Plays by Justin 
McCory Martin 
(copies for each 
camper in this 
group) 

 Kid-friendly 
directions on 
practicing the 
play. 

 
 Readers’ Theatre: Teacher chooses a story from the book for campers to 

read with a partner. Each camper will divide up the parts with the partner. 
They will work with the partner to read the lines repeatedly to improve 
their prosody.  
 Please give campers the kid-friendly directions for how to practice the 

play.  
 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 

to read independently after completing the exercise. 
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Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Comprehension 
Group 

 
Independent 

Comprehension 
Station: National 

Geographic 
Explorer 

 

Materials 
 National 

Geographic 
Explorer readers, 
Pathfinder 
edition 

 Explorer activity 
guides 

 Comprehension 
Folder 
Pencils 

 Explorer, independent/partner reading: Campers continue with the 
edition of Explorer they selected on Day 1, or a new edition if they have 
finished the accompanying packet. Encourage campers to pair up (though 
they may work independently if necessary) and read their selection. 

 Explorer Activity Guide: For each reader there is a corresponding 
activity guide. After reading, campers may complete a section of activities 
in the guide. 
 

 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 
to read independently after completing a section of the activity guide. 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 
4th Grade  

Day 9 
90 Minute Block 

 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

40 Minutes 

Comprehension & 
Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the West 
 Audiolesson 5, 

Track D 
 Learning Masters 

pages 34-35 
 Student readers: 

Explore the West 

Lesson D: Explore the West 
 Review and Recall 
 Engage in a discussion. 
 Recap Prompt: Explain why San Francisco grew into a large city. 

 Small Group Reading 
 Summarize Key Concepts/ Set Purposes 
 Check Understanding 
 Support Comprehension 

 Read and Respond 
 Apply the Comprehension Strategy: Making Connections 
 Complete Learning Masters pages 34-35 

15 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the West 
 Student journals 
 Graphic organizer 
 Expository writing 

rubric checklist. 

 
 Draft: Campers are using their graphic organizers to write and complete 

drafts summarizing the big idea: “The West is shaped by its geography, 
history, economy and people.” 
 Use the graphic organizer to write a big idea sentence in the draft. 

Campers will use the four topic sentences to begin additional 
paragraphs. 

 Peer editing: Show campers the rubric. Explain the expectations. Model 
peer editing by looking at a draft, checking off items as you see them on 
the paper. 
 Tell campers they will be working in pairs. After an individual student 

looks over the checklist for his/her own work, the student gives the 
work to a partner. Partners will read each others’ work and fill out the 
checklist on the partner’s paper. 

 As campers finish their drafts, pair them with others for peer editing. 
\ 
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20 Minutes 

 
Novel Study 

Maniac Magee by 
Jerri Spinelli 

 

 
Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Maniac Magee 
 Student Text: 

Maniac Magee 
 

 
Lesson 5: Maniac Magee 
 Continue Reading Chapters 12-21 
 Vocabulary Routine: 
 vow(ed): If you vow to do something, then you make a promise.  

 Tell campers a vow is serious. Have them share examples of a 
vow they might make. Have campers agree or disagree on 
whether the example is a serious vow 
 For example, if a student says, “clean my room,” or some 

regular chore, ask if that is a vow or a chore. 
 Tell them they might vow to protect a little brother or 

sister from bullies. Ask for more examples. 
 propel: Propel is to move or push somebody or something 

forward.  
 Mention that propel is in the word ‘propeller.’ Say, “A 

propeller on an airplane spins to push the plane forward. A 
propeller on a boat pushes it forward through the water. 

 gawk(ed): If someone gawks then they stare at you in an 
awkward or rude way.  
 Have a few campers demonstrate gawking for the class. Each 

time, ask the class, “Does that look like a rude stare? Does it 
look like (name of student) sees someone or something 
strange? 

 Ask campers, “How would you feel if someone was gawking 
like that at you?” Campers should say they wouldn’t like it; it 
would make them uncomfortable. 

 Have campers provide examples of what they might gawk at. 
 

 Guiding Questions (During & After Reading): 
 Why does Mr. Beale take Maniac back to the Beale house? (page 

43 ) 
 What does Maniac do before falling asleep at the Beale house? 

Why? (page 44 ) 
 What is the only way Hester and Lester agree to take a bath? 

(page 48 ) 



53 
 

 What is Maniac allergic to? Why is everyone surprised about this? 
(page 49 ) 

 What feeling is Maniac “blind to”? (page 57 ) 
 What idea does Amanda have for making everyone like Maniac? 

(page 69 )Do you think her idea will work? (think-pair-share) 
 What doe Maniac do for ten minutes before trying to untie the 

knot? (page 71 ) 
 Why does Maniac feel he has to leave the Beale family? (page 75) 
 (think-pair-share) 
 Why does Maniac leave town by walking down the center of 

Hector Street? (page 76 ) 
 

15 Minutes 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Phonics group 
 

 
Materials 

 Pocket chart  
 lined paper 
 pencils 
 re- word cards 
 refinish 
 redo 
 restart 
 relearn 
 retry 
 rewrite 
 record 
 respect 
 retire 
 red 
 relative 
 rent 

 
 Word Sort: the prefix re-  
 Use the pocket chart to make a table as follows: 

 
re- prefix: 
meaning  ‘again’ 

Spelling/pronunciation 
only 

Part of the 
word/different 
pronunciation 

   
   
   
   
   
   

 
 Word cards: Read campers the word on each of the cards, which can 

be lined up to one side of the chart. Have them repeat each word. 
 Model sorting: Next tell campers they will be sorting the cards into 

three categories: 
 Prefix: any words that mean the opposite, or against, the word 

that follows the prefix. Say “For example, I know rewrite means 
to write again. So I will put it in the first column.” Place the card 
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in that column.  
 Spelling/pronunciation only: words where the sound “re” is 

heard, but doesn’t change the meaning of the word. Say, “I know 
that record goes in the middle column, because I hear ‘re’ in it, 
but it doesn’t mean to ‘cord’ again. That wouldn’t make sense.” 
Place the card in that column. 

 Part of the word/different pronunciation: words that do not 
have the sound ‘re’ in them. Say, “I see the word red and I don’t 
hear the sound ‘re’ at all. So I know to put red in the third 
column.” Place the card in that column. 

 Independent sorting: Show campers how to fold their paper into 
three sections. Tell them to start sorting the words into three columns 
like on the pocket chart. Give them 5-10 minutes to do so. 

 Sharing out, whole group: When most campers are ready, have them 
come up to the pocket chart, one by one, to sort the cards into 
appropriate columns. Have them explain why they chose that column 
(example: disrespect means you don’t show someone respect). Ask 
others in the group to agree or disagree. 

 The final chart will appear as follows, in no particular order other than 
the first word in each column, which the teacher placed while 
modeling the sort: 

 
re- prefix: 
meaning ‘again’ 

Spelling/pronunciation 
only 

Part of the 
word/different 
pronunciation 

rewrite record red 
redo respect relative 
restart retire rent 
relearn   
retry   
refinish   
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Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Fluency group 
 

 Materials 
 Readers’ Theatre 

book: Funny 
Read-Aloud Plays 
by Justin McCory 
Martin (copies for 
each camper in 
this group) 

 Kid-friendly 
directions on 
practicing the 
play. 

 
 
 Readers’ Theatre: Each camper in this group will continue practicing 

their play from yesterday. They will work with a partner to read the lines 
repeatedly to improve their prosody.  

 
 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class 

library to read independently after completing the exercise. 
 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Comprehension 
group 

 
Independent 

Comprehension 
Station: National 

Geographic 
Explorer 

 

Materials 
 National 

Geographic 
Explorer readers, 
Pathfinder edition 

 Explorer activity 
guides 

 Comprehension 
Folder 

 Pencils 

 
 Explorer, independent/partner reading: Campers continue with the 

edition of Explorer they selected on Day 1, or a new edition if they have 
finished the accompanying packet. Encourage campers to pair up (though 
they may work independently if necessary) and read their selection. 

 Explorer Activity Guide: For each reader there is a corresponding 
activity guide. After reading, campers may complete a section of 
activities in the guide. 

 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class 
library to read independently after completing a section of the activity 
guide. 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 
4th Grade  

Day 10 
90 Minute Block 

 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

20 Minutes 

Fluency: 
Fabulously Famous 
Books for Building 

Fluency 
-and- 

National 
Geographic library 

Materials 
Titles:  
 Various from the 

Fabulously 
Famous Books 

 Various titles 
from the 
National 
Geographic 
library (Explorer 
books, The West, 
The Southwest, 
assorted titles) 

 
 

Introduction 
 Today the campers will choose a book and read independently or with a 

partner.    
 

Fluency Performance 
 Explain to the campers that there are many ways to know if a book is just 

right for them to read on their own. 
 Tell them to think about Goldilocks and the Three Bears.  Goldilocks 

wanted things that were “just right.” 
 Tell campers that if they are not sure if the book is "just right" or not then 

they can use the Five Finger Rule to help them decide. 
 Distribute copies of the book mark “How to Choose ‘Just Right Books.” 
 Review the Five Finger Rule with campers:  
Please note: The information in parenthesis does not appear on the book mark. 

9. Look at the cover. (Decide if this topic interests you.) 
10. Read the title and the author. (You may find an author or illustrator 

that you are familiar with.) 
11. Read the blurb in the back. (The back of the book will provide you with 

information about the topic or story.  Sometimes there is no 
information on the back of the book.) 

12. Flip through the book.  
13. Read the first page. (While you read the first page, use the five finder 

rule below) 
14. Use the 5 Finger Rule. (If you can easily read all the words on the 

page, the book may be too easy for you, if there are four or five words 
on the page that are too hard to read, then this book may be too 
difficult for you.  If you find between 2-3 words on the page that are 
challenging, then the book may be just right for you!)   
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15. Hold up a finger each time you find a word that is too difficult to read 
or understand.   

16. Finding a book that is just right for you will allow you to enjoy 
reading! 

 Allow campers to choose a book from the Tim Rasinski Fabulously 
Famous Book selection or National Geographic library. 

 Allow campers to read for about 15 minutes and allow a few campers to 
share the title and content of the book they read.   

30 Minutes 

Comprehension 
& Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the West 
 Learning Masers 

pp. 36-37 
 Learning Masters 

p. 39 
 
(Note: The 
Research and 
Writing section 
of today’s lesson 
has been cut. 
Campers will 
finish writing 
their summaries 
today during the 
writing block.) 

Lesson E: Explore the West 
 Zoom in on Words 
 Adjectives 
 Identify adjectives in context. 

 Teach Antonyms 
 Read aloud the text and captions. 
 Identify the antonym pairs. 

 Extend Word Practice (optional) 
 Use Colorful Adjectives 
 Match Antonyms 
 Independent Practice: Assign Learning Masters page 36 

 Build Language Skills for ELLs 
 Teach High-Utility Words 
 Build Oral Language Skills 
 Customize for ELLs 

 Home Connection 
 Introduce the Family Focus letter on page 39. 

20 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the West 
 Student journals 
 Graphic 

organizer 
 Expository 

writing rubric 
checklist. 

 
Publish/Present 
 Publish: Have campers wrap up their peer editing if they haven’t done so 

yet. They can begin writing their final copies. 
 Remind them once more about the rubric and expectations for writing. 

 Present/Evaluate: When campers finish, they may read their papers to the 
class. 
 Campers can evaluate their peers as a whole group. After a student 

presents, have others raise their hands with a final score (example: 3 



59 
 

out of 4). The teacher or presenting student can call on others to 
explain why they gave the score they indicated. 

 

 
 

20 Minutes 

 
 

Novel Study 
Maniac Magee by 

Jerri Spinelli 
 

 
 
Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Maniac Magee 
 Student Text: 

Maniac Magee 
 Teacher’s Guide 

Maniac Magee 
page 12 

 Crayons 
 Pencils 

 
 
Lesson 6: Maniac Magee 
 Into Your Life: Saying “Hi” Page 20 
 In Chapter 2 of Maniac Magee, Maniac is willing to say “Hi” to 

people as he passes them. Even though he does not know these people, 
he is willing to take a change to see how they will respond. He 
receives both positive and negative reactions to his friendliness. 

 Try at least one of the “Maniac-Type” experiences on page 20. 
 Since this assignment was given to campers on Thursday, provide an 

opportunity for campers to record their reflection on page 20. 
 Allow the campers to share their experiment with a partner. 
 Choose a few campers to share with the entire group. 
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How to Choose 
“Just Right” Books 

1. Look at the cover. 
2. Read the title and the author. 
3. Read the blurb in the back. 
4. Flip through the book. 
5. Read the first page. 
6. Use the 5 Finger Rule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0-1 Fingers—Too Easy 
2-3 Fingers—Just Right 
4-5 Fingers—Too Hard 

How to Choose 
“Just Right” Books 

1. Look at the cover. 
2. Read the title and the author. 
3. Read the blurb in the back. 
4. Flip through the book. 
5. Read the first page. 
6. Use the 5 Finger Rule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0-1 Fingers—Too Easy 
2-3 Fingers—Just Right 
4-5 Fingers—Too Hard 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 
4th Grade  

Day 11 
90 Minute Block 

 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

40 Minutes 

Comprehension & 
Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Northeast 

 Audiolesson 1, 
Track A 

 Learning 
Masters, pages 
28-29 

 Transparencies 1, 
2, 3, E 

Lesson A: Explore the Northeast 
 Preview the Text 
 Read and Discuss 
 Display Transparency 1 
 Play Audiolesson 1 

 Create a Northeast T Chart 
 Customize Instruction for ELLs 
 Independent Practice 
 Assign Learning Masters page 28 

 Teach Key Concept Words 
 Practice Key Concept Words 
 Assign Learning Masters page 29 

 Review High-Utility Words 
 Teach the Comprehension Strategy: Determining Importance 
 Introduce 
 Model 
 Practice  
 Apply 

20 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Northeast 

 Audiolesson 5, 
Track A 

 Learning 
Masters, pages 
28-29 

 Transparencies 1, 

 Lesson A: Explore the Northeast 
 Prewriting: Summarize the big idea: “The Northeast is shaped by its 

geography, history, economy and people.” 
 Use Learning Master p. 28 (Details Web) as a structure for the 

summary. 
 Have campers use 4 pages of their journal to correspond with the 

details web; each page refers to one topic the campers chose to 
learn more about.  

 Each page should have a heading (example: “History”) Tell 
campers they will be adding details to each page during the week 
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2, 3 ,E 
 Student writing 

journal 

(Day 1 through Day 3). You can either have them practice taking 
notes during the lesson every day, or recap at the end of each day’s 
lesson. (Other possible topics: Culture, People, History, 
Landforms, Economy/Jobs, Plants and Animals) 

 Campers may need additional scaffolding on which subjects to 
choose for their details web. Encourage them to refer back to the 
headings in the day’s reading. 

30 minutes 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Phonics 
 
 

Teacher Directed 
Phonics 

Instruction: 
Syllasearch 

 

Materials 
 Word cards  
 Pocket chart 
 Lined paper 
 Pencils 

 
Syllable Cards 

(first column) 
 com 
 pop 

 
(second column) 
 pe 
 merce 
 mun 
 pound 
 pan 
 u 

 
(third column) 
 ti 
 i 
 ies 
 lar 
 la 

 
(fourth column) 

 
Introduction 
 Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will 

practice building and decoding words with more than one syllable.   
 
 Teacher Explanation 

- Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will 
help them read long words (multisyllabic words) fast and easy.   

- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar 

with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within 

the words, and those syllables become the parts that campers use to 
make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

 
 Meet the Words 

- Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or on 
cards in a pocket chart. 

- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with 

you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 

 
 Find the Syllables  

- Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is popular. Read it with me, popular.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board 

and point to the parts of a word that you say, and name the letters in 
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 tion 
 cate 

 
Word Cards 

 competition 
 commerce 
 communicate 
 compound 
 companies 
 popular 
 population 

 

the syllables. 
Say: “Point to the letters that make the pop sound in popular. What are 
the letters that make the pop sound in popular?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the u sound in popular. What are 
the letters that make the u sound in popular?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the lar sound in popular. What are 
the letters that make the lar sound in popular?” 
- As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, 
put the corresponding syllable card on the chalkboard or in a pocket 
chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable Matrix. 
- For example, the syllable card ‘pop’ could appear in the first column, 
first row of the matrix. The syllable card for ‘u’ could appear in the second 
column, third row. The syllable card for ‘lar’ could be in the third column, 
third row. 

- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a 
small code in the corner of each card. 

Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and 
pronounced, and all three syllable cards are arranged according to the matrix 
below. 
 
pop pe ies cate  
com mun i tion  
 u lar   
 pan ti   
 pound la   
 merce    
     
     
 

 
 

- Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to 
go on the part of the game called Collect the Words. 

 Collect the Words 
- In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables 
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from the matrix columns. 
- Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that you 

say.   
- After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build 

the word that you say. 
- You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not 

show the word when you say it aloud. 
- Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘companies…companies.” 
- Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word.   
- The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build 

the word, placing the syllable cards below the matrix to form the word. 
- The display would look like the following: 
 

pop pe  cate  
 mun i tion  
 u lar   
  ti   
 pound la   
 merce    
     
     

companies 
 
 

 
- Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
- Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or 

display the word card (not the syllable cards) at the far right of the 
pocket chart, so that the display looks like the following. 

 
 
 
pop pe ies cate companies 
com mun i tion  
 u lar   



65 
 

 pan ti   
 pound la   
 merce    
     
     
 

 
- Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the 

pocket chart) to their original place in the matrix. 
- Continue the same way until all the words have been built, 

pronounced, and written.   
- At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as 

follows: 
 

pop pe ies cate companies 
com mun i tion commerce 
 u lar  popular 
 pan ti  communicate
 pound la  compound 
 merce   competition 
    population 
     
 

 
 

 
Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 

 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Fluency 
Group 

 
Independent 

Fluency Station: 
National 

Materials 
 Fluency Speed 

Drill  
 National 

Geographic 
Passage: 
Welcome to the 
Northeast 

 
 Speed drill: Each camper in this group will practice the drill. They can 

work with a partner, using timers and recording their progress. 
 Fluency graph: Model for campers how to record their scores on the 

graph. They will do this independently. 
 Paired reading: 
 Have campers read passage with a partner, using either echo or choral 

reading. 
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Geographic 
Passages 

 

 Fluency Graph 
 Fluency Folder 
 Timers 

Pencils 
 

 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 
to read independently after completing the exercise. 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Comprehension 
Group 

 
Independent 

Comprehension 
Station: National 

Geographic 
Explorer 

 

 
Materials 

 National 
Geographic 
Explorer readers, 
Pathfinder 
edition 

 Explorer activity 
guides 

 Comprehension 
Folder 
Pencils 
 

 
 Explorer, independent/partner reading: Campers may select an edition 

of Explorer to read. Encourage campers to pair up (though they may work 
independently if necessary) and read their selection. 

 Explorer Activity Guide: For each reader there is a corresponding 
activity guide. After reading, campers may complete the first section of 
activities in the guide. 

 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 
to read independently after completing the first section of the activity 
guide. 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 

4th Grade  
Day 12  

90 Minute Block 
 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

40 Minutes 

Comprehension & 
Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Northeast 

 Audiolesson 1, 
Track B 

 Learning 
Masters, pages 
30-31 

 Transparency 2 

Lesson B: Explore the Northeast 
 Review and Recall 
 Display Transparency 2 
 Engage in a discussion. 

 Small Group Reading 
 Build Background/ Set Purpose 
 Check Understanding 
 Support Comprehension 
 Practice the Comprehension Strategy: Determining Importance 

 Read and Respond 
 Complete Learning Masters pages 30-31  

 
 

 
 

20 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Northeast 

 Audiolesson 1, 
Track B 

 Learning Masters 
pages 30-31 

 Transparency 2 
 Student journals 
 Graphic 

organizer 

Lesson B: Explore the Northeast 
 Prewriting: Campers continue to use their journal pages to include new 

information supporting the big idea: “The Northeast is shaped by its 
geography, history, economy and people.” 
 Make sure campers are entering information from the day’s 

reading or Learning Masters 30-31 on the appropriate pages of 
their journal, as they labeled them yesterday (example: information 
about textile mills would fit on the page labeled “History”). 

 Tell campers they will be adding details to each page during the 
week (Day 1 through Day 3). You can either have them practice 
taking notes during the lesson every day, or recap at the end of 
each day’s lesson. 
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 Chart 
paper/markers 

 Campers may need additional scaffolding on which page/topic to 
write their details. Call the group together to discuss under which 
topics a detail would fit (example: “Where would information 
about the Erie Canal go?”). 

 Big Idea sentence/Graphic organizer: Tell campers they will be writing 
a Big Idea sentence at the top of their organizers. Ask campers what 
Explore the Northeast is mostly about. Write a few camper suggestions. 
Have campers discuss which sentence best reflects the big idea. They can 
write that on the first line of the organizer. Have a piece of chart paper that 
loosely resembles the organizer, with room for the four topics and a 
sentence for each one: 

 
Big Idea: The Northeast is shaped by its geography, history, economy 
and people. (Note: The class’s wording of this idea can vary as long as it 
has a similar meaning.) 
 

9. _________-      _____________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
 

10. _________-      _____________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

 
11. _________-      _____________________________ 

_________________________________________ 
 

12. _________-      _____________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 
30 Minutes 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Phonics 
 

 
Materials 

 Word cards  
 Pocket chart 
 Lined paper 

 
Introduction 

 Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will 
practice building and decoding words with more than one syllable.   
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Teacher Directed 

Phonics 
Instruction: 
Syllasearch 

 

 Pencils 
 
Syllable Cards 

(First column) 
 his 
 wa 
 far 
 tex 
 tour  
 fac 
 ra 
 whe 
 
(second column) 
 ther 
 tile 
 ist 
 ter 
 tor 
 
(third column) 
 y 
 fall 
 man 

 
 
 
Word Cards 

 waterman 
 waterfall 
 farther 
 rather 
 whether 
 textile 

 Teacher Explanation 
- Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will 

help them read long words (multisyllabic words) fast and easy.   
- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar 

with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within 

the words, and those syllables become the parts that campers use to 
make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

 
 Meet the Words 

- Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or on 
cards in a pocket chart. 

- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with 

you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 
 

 Find the Syllables  
- Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is textile. Read it with me, textile.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board 

and point to the parts of a word that you say, and name the letters in 
the syllables. 

Say: “Point to the letters that make the tex sound in textile. What are 
the letters that make the tex sound in textile?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the tile sound in textile. What are 
the letters that make the tile sound in textile?” 
- As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, 
put the corresponding syllable card on the chalkboard or in a pocket 
chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable 
Matrix. 
- For example, the syllable card ‘tex’ could appear in the first column, 
fourth row of the matrix. The syllable card for ‘tile’ could appear in the 
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 tourist 
 factory 
 history 

\ 

second column, second row. 
- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a 

small code in the corner of each card. 
Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and 
pronounced, and all three syllable cards are arranged according to the 
matrix below. 

 
his ther y  
wa tile fall  
far ist man  
tex ter   
tour tor   
fac    
ra    
whe    
 

 
 
- Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to 

go on the part of the game called Collect the Words. 
 Collect the Words 

- In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables 
from the matrix columns. 

- Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that you 
say.   

- After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build 
the word that you say. 

- You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not 
show the word when you say it aloud. 

- Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘history … history” 
- Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word.   
- The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build 

the word, placing the syllable cards below the matrix to form the word. 
- The display would look like the following: 
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 ther   
wa tile fall  
far ist man  
tex ter   
tour    
fac    
ra    
whe    

history 
 
 

 Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
 Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or 

display the word card (not the syllable cards) at the far right of the pocket 
chart, so that the display looks like the following. 

 
 
his ther y history 
wa tile fall  
far ist man  
tex ter   
tour tor   
fac    
ra    
whe    
 

 
 
 Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the 

pocket chart) to their original place in the matrix. 
 Continue the same way until all the words have been built, pronounced, 

and written.   
 At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as follows: 
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his ther y history 
wa tile fall factory 
far ist man textile 
tex ter  tourist 
tour tor  farther 
fac   rather 
ra   whether 
whe   waterman 
   waterfall 
 

 
 
 Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 
 
 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Fluency 
Group 

 
 

Independent 
Fluency Station: 

National 
Geographic 

Passages 
 
 
 

Materials 
 Fluency Speed 

Drill  
 National 

Geographic 
Passage: “The 
Erie Canal” 

 Fluency Graph 
 Fluency Folder 
 Timers 
 Pencils 

 
 Speed drill: Each camper in this group will practice the drill. They can 

work with a partner, using timers and recording their progress. 
 Fluency graph: Campers will work in pairs to use the timers to count how 

many words they can read in one minute. Each day they will practice the 
assigned passage, and graph the amount of words read correctly.  

 Paired reading: 
 Have campers read passage with a partner, using either echo or choral 

reading. 
Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 
to read independently after completing the exercise. 

 Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Comprehension 

 
Materials 

 National 

 
 Explorer, independent/partner reading: Campers continue with the 

edition of Explorer they selected on Day 1. Encourage campers to pair up 
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Group 
 

Independent 
Comprehension 
Station: National 

Geographic 
Explorer 

 
 

Geographic 
Explorer readers, 
Pathfinder 
edition 

 Explorer activity 
guides 

 Comprehension 
Folder 

 Pencils 
 

(though they may work independently if necessary) and read their 
selection. 

 Explorer Activity Guide: For each reader there is a corresponding 
activity guide. After reading, campers may complete a section of activities 
in the guide. 
Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 
to read independently after completing a section of the activity guide. 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 
4th Grade  

Day 13 
90 Minute Block 

 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

 
40 Minutes 

Comprehension & 
Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Northeast 

 Audiolesson 1, 
Track C 

 Learning 
Masters, pages 
32-33 

 Student readers: 
Explore the 
Northeast 

Lesson C: Explore the Northeast 
 Review and Recall 
 Engage in a discussion. 
 Recap Prompt: Describe what life is like in the Northeast. 

 Small Group Reading 
 Build Background/ Set Purpose 
 Check Understanding 
 Support Comprehension 
 Practice the Comprehension Strategy: Determining Importance 

 Read and Respond 
 Complete Learning Masters pages 32-33 

15 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Northeast 

 Audiolesson 1, 
Track C 

 Learning 
Masters, pages 
32-33 

 Student journals 
 Graphic 

organizer 

Lesson C: Explore the Northeast 
 Finish note taking: Tell campers to add a few final details to their journal 

pages. 
 Draft: Campers use the information from their journal pages to 

summarize the big idea: “The Northeast is shaped by its geography, 
history, economy and people.” 
 Use the graphic organizer to write a big idea sentence. Each of the 

four sub-sections should start with a topic sentence recapping a 
page from the camper journals (example: “Museums and theaters 
are examples of culture in the Northeast” or “Some of the 
landforms in the Northeast are the Appalachian Mountains and the 
Erie Canal.”) 

 Encourage campers to write additional detail sentences for each of 
the four topics. 

 When campers finish the organizer, they may begin writing their 
draft copies in their journals. 
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 Tell campers they will be finishing drafts and editing each other’s 
work tomorrow. 

 
20 Minutes 

Novel Study 
Maniac Magee by 

Jerri Spinelli 
 

Materials: 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Maniac Magee 
 Student Text: 

Maniac Magee 

 
Lesson 7: Maniac Magee 
 Read Chapters 22-32 

 
 Vocabulary Routine: 
 spree: If someone goes on a spree, they engage in extravagant and 

lavish behavior. 
 Tell campers to imagine they are going on a spending spree. 

What would they buy? Would it cost a lot of money? 
 Ask campers, “If you go to the store and buy some toothpaste 

and some soap, is that a spree? (no). “Is it a spree if you buy 
50 boxes of candy? (yes) 

 languish(ed): If something has languished, it has been neglected 
or deprived. 
 Ask campers, “If houseplants have languished, what will they 

look like? How did they get that way? (no water, no sunlight, 
no new soil) 

 What is something else that might languish if you don’t care 
for it? (pets, people, buildings, etc.) 

 stoic: A stoic person is unemotional, patient, and shows endurance 
without complaining or getting upset. 
 Show the children a stoic expression. Have them try it. Tell 

them that if they’re stoic, this expression doesn’t change, 
whether they’re happy, angry, sad, surprised, whatever. 

 Have them practice being stoic. Tell them, “Act stoic, no 
matter what you hear. Ok, if you’re stoic, what do you look 
like after winning $1000?” (no change in expression) “What if 
someone just called you a bad name? (no change in expression)

 
 Guiding Questions (During & After Reading): 

 After Grayson gives Maniac the soup and the zep, what else does Maniac 
want to eat? (page 82) 

 Why doesn’t Maniac want to go to school? (think-pair-share) (page 86) 
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 Why is the information about the Beale family shocking to 
Grayson? (think-pair-share) (page 88 ) 

 Why is The Little Engine That Could a good book for Grayson 
to read first? (think-pair-share) (page 103) 

 Why does Maniac paint a number on the outside of the Band 
Shell Room? How does that relate to him looking at the 
Beales’ address at the end of Chapter 12? (think-pair-share) (page 
109) 

 Why do Maniac and Grayson do so much decorating for 
Christmas? (page 110) 

 What does Grayson want to “say” to Maniac by giving him his old glove? 
(page 114) 

15 minutes 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Phonics 
Group 

 

 
Materials 

 Teacher’s Guide: 
Explore the 
Northeast 
(Lessons A-C) 

 Student copies of 
Explore the 
Northeast 

 Student journals 
 Graphic 

organizer 
 Chart 

paper/markers 
pencils 

 
 Rereading the text/Organizing information: Campers in this group will 

have extra assistance in comprehension and organizing information for 
their drafts during this time. (Note: All campers will be starting their 
drafts today during the writing segment of the 90-minute block.) 
 Organizing information: Tell campers, “We are going to take 

information from the text and group it into four topics.  
 Ask the campers what they have read about so far. Use the details 

they recall to create four topics. Try to steer the campers toward 
topics such as “history,” “landforms,” “economy/jobs,” “people,” 
or “plants and animals.” 

 Teacher reads aloud select passages from Sections A through C 
(pages 6 through 23), one page at a time.  
 On page 9, for example, say, “The coast of Maine has rocky 

cliffs – that’s a landform. On pages 12: ‘Shellfish’ – that tells 
me about animals.” 

 As campers find information for their topics, model for them how 
to write it in their journal pages, as simple phrases or words. 

 
 
 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

 
 
Materials 

 Readers’ Theatre 

 
 

 
 Readers’ Theatre: Teacher chooses a story from the book for campers to 
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Fluency 
Group 

 
 

Independent 
Fluency Station: 

National 
Geographic 

Passages 
 
 

book: Funny 
Read-Aloud 
Plays by Justin 
McCory Martin 
(copies for each 
camper in this 
group) 

 Kid-friendly 
directions on 
practicing the 
play. 

read with a partner. Each camper will divide up the parts with the partner. 
They will work with the partner to read the lines repeatedly to improve 
their prosody.  
 Please give campers the kid-friendly directions for how to practice the 

play.  
 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 

to read independently after completing the exercise. 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Comprehension 
Group 

 
Independent 

Comprehension 
Station: National 

Geographic 
Explorer 

 

 
Materials 

 National 
Geographic 
Explorer readers, 
Pathfinder 
edition 

 Explorer activity 
guides 

 Comprehension 
Folder 
Pencils 

 
 Explorer, independent/partner reading: Campers continue with the 

edition of Explorer they selected on Day 1, or a new edition if they have 
finished the accompanying packet. Encourage campers to pair up (though 
they may work independently if necessary) and read their selection. 

 Explorer Activity Guide: For each reader there is a corresponding 
activity guide. After reading, campers may complete a section of activities 
in the guide. 
 

 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 
to read independently after completing a section of the activity guide. 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 

4th Grade  
Day 14    

90 Minute Block 
 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

40 Minutes 

Comprehension & 
Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Northeast 

 Audiolesson 1, 
Track D 

 Learning Masters 
pages 34-35 

 Student readers: 
Explore the 
Northeast 

Lesson D: Explore the Northeast 
 Review and Recall 
 Engage in a discussion. 
 Recap Prompt: Explain how the Erie Canal helped the Northeast. 

 Small Group Reading 
 Summarize Key Concepts/ Set Purposes 
 Check Understanding 
 Support Comprehension 

 Read and Respond 
 Apply the Comprehension Strategy: Determining Importance 
 Complete Learning Masters pages 34-35 

15 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Northeast 

 Student journals 
 Graphic organizer 
 Expository writing 

rubric checklist. 

 
 Draft: Campers are using their graphic organizers to write and complete 

drafts summarizing the big idea: “The Northeast is shaped by its 
geography, history, economy and people.” 
 Use the graphic organizer to write a big idea sentence in the draft. 

Campers will use the four topic sentences to begin additional 
paragraphs. 

 Peer editing: Show campers the rubric. Explain the expectations. Model 
peer editing by looking at a draft, checking off items as you see them on 
the paper. 
 Tell campers they will be working in pairs. After an individual 

camper looks over the checklist for his/her own work, the camper 
gives the work to a partner. Partners will read each others’ work and 
fill out the checklist on the partner’s paper. 

 As campers finish their drafts, pair them with others for peer editing. 
\ 
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20 Minutes 

 
Novel Study 

Maniac Magee by 
Jerri Spinelli 

 

 
Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Maniac Magee 
 Student Text: 

Maniac Magee 
 

 
Lesson 5: Maniac Magee 
 Continue Reading Chapters 22-32 
 Vocabulary Routine: 
 spree: If someone goes on a spree, they engage in extravagant and 

lavish behavior. 
 Tell campers, “Sometimes we hear on the news about a crime 

spree. What do you think is going on then? 
 languish(ed): If something has languished, it has been neglected 

or deprived. 
 Ask campers, “If a building has languished, what might it 

look like? (broken windows, falling down) 
 stoic: A stoic person is unemotional, patient, and shows 

endurance without complaining or getting upset. 
 Ask campers, “Why would someone want to be stoic? Why 

wouldn’t you show your emotions? (trying to look tough, or 
not let people know what you’re thinking)  

 Show campers a stoic expression mixed in with different 
expressions, such as smiling, frowning, giggling, crying. Have 
them say, “stoic” when they see the correct expression. 
 

 Guiding Questions (During & After Reading): 
 After Grayson gives Maniac the soup and the zep, what else does 

Maniac want to eat? (page 82) 
 Why doesn’t Maniac want to go to school? (think-pair-share) 

(page 86) 
 Why is the information about the Beale family shocking to 

Grayson? (think-pair-share) (page 88 ) 
 Why is The Little Engine That Could a good book for Grayson to 

read first? (think-pair-share) (page 103) 
 Why does Maniac paint a number on the outside of the Band Shell 

Room? How does that relate to him looking at the Beales’ address 
at the end of Chapter 12? (think-pair-share) (page 109) 

 Why do Maniac and Grayson do so much decorating for 
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Christmas? (page 110) 
 What does Grayson want to “say” to Maniac by giving him his old 

glove? (page 114) 

15 Minutes 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Phonics group 
 

 
Materials 

 Pocket chart  
 lined paper 
 pencils 
 -est word cards 
 tallest 
 loudest 
 simplest 
 ugliest 
 funniest 
 strangest 
 west 
 arrest 
 detest 
 establish 
 jester 
 quest 
 priest 

 

 
 Word Sort: the suffix -est  
 Use the pocket chart to make a table as follows: 

 
-est suffix: 
meaning  ‘the 
most of 
something’ 

Spelling/pronunciation 
only 

Part of the 
word/different 
pronunciation 

   
   
   
   
   
   

 
 Word cards: Read campers the word on each of the cards, which can 

be lined up to one side of the chart. Have them repeat each word. 
 Model sorting: Next tell campers they will be sorting the cards into 

three categories: 
 -est suffix: any words that mean the most of something. Say “For 

example, I know tallest means the most tall in a group. So I will 
put it in the first column.” Place the card in that column.  

 Spelling/pronunciation only: words where the sound “est” is 
heard, but doesn’t change the meaning of the word. Say, “I know 
that west goes in the middle column, because I hear ‘est’ in it, but 
it doesn’t mean the most of anything.” Place the card in that 
column. 

 Part of the word/different pronunciation: words that do not 
have the sound ‘est’ in them. Say, “I see the word priest and I 
don’t hear the sound ‘est’ at all. So I know to put priest in the 
third column.” Place the card in that column. 
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 Independent sorting: Show campers how to fold their paper into 
three sections. Tell them to start sorting the words into three columns 
like on the pocket chart. Give them 5-10 minutes to do so. 

 Sharing out, whole group: When most campers are ready, have them 
come up to the pocket chart, one by one, to sort the cards into 
appropriate columns. Have them explain why they chose that column 
(example: loudest means the most loud in a group). Ask others in 
the group to agree or disagree. 

 The final chart will appear as follows, in no particular order other than 
the first word in each column, which the teacher placed while 
modeling the sort: 

 
-est suffix: 
meaning the 
most of 
something 

Spelling/pronunciation 
only 

Part of the 
word/different 
pronunciation 

tallest west priest 
loudest arrest  
simplest detest  
ugliest establish  
funniest jester  
strangest quest  

 
 

 
 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Fluency group 
 

 
Materials 
 Readers’ Theatre 

book: Funny 
Read-Aloud Plays 
by Justin McCory 
Martin (copies for 
each camper in 
this group) 

 Kid-friendly 

 
 
 Readers’ Theatre: Each camper in this group will continue practicing 

their play from yesterday. They will work with a partner to read the lines 
repeatedly to improve their prosody.  

 
 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class 

library to read independently after completing the exercise. 
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directions on 
practicing the 
play. 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Comprehension 
group 

 
Independent 

Comprehension 
Station: National 

Geographic 
Explorer 

 

Materials 
 National 

Geographic 
Explorer readers, 
Pathfinder edition 

 Explorer activity 
guides 

 Comprehension 
Folder 

 Pencils 

 
 Explorer, independent/partner reading: Campers continue with the 

edition of Explorer they selected on Day 1, or a new edition if they have 
finished the accompanying packet. Encourage campers to pair up (though 
they may work independently if necessary) and read their selection. 

 Explorer Activity Guide: For each reader there is a corresponding 
activity guide. After reading, campers may complete a section of 
activities in the guide. 

 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class 
library to read independently after completing a section of the activity 
guide. 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 
4th Grade  

Day 15   
90 Minute Block 

 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

20 Minutes 

Fluency: 
Fabulously Famous 
Books for Building 

Fluency 
-and- 

National 
Geographic library 

Materials 
Titles:  
 Various from the 

Fabulously 
Famous Books 

 Various titles 
from the 
National 
Geographic 
library (Explorer 
books, The 
Northeast, The 
Southwest, The 
West, assorted 
titles) 

 
 

Introduction 
 Today the campers will choose a book and read independently or with a 

partner.    
 

Fluency Performance 
 Explain to the campers that there are many ways to know if a book is just 

right for them to read on their own. 
 Tell them to think about Goldilocks and the Three Bears.  Goldilocks 

wanted things that were “just right.” 
 Tell campers that if they are not sure if the book is "just right" or not then 

they can use the Five Finger Rule to help them decide. 
 Distribute copies of the book mark “How to Choose ‘Just Right Books.” 
 Review the Five Finger Rule with campers:  
Please note: The information in parenthesis does not appear on the book mark. 

17. Look at the cover. (Decide if this topic interests you.) 
18. Read the title and the author. (You may find an author or illustrator 

that you are familiar with.) 
19. Read the blurb in the back. (The back of the book will provide you with 

information about the topic or story.  Sometimes there is no 
information on the back of the book.) 

20. Flip through the book.  
21. Read the first page. (While you read the first page, use the five finder 

rule below) 
22. Use the 5 Finger Rule. (If you can easily read all the words on the 

page, the book may be too easy for you, if there are four or five words 
on the page that are too hard to read, then this book may be too 
difficult for you.  If you find between 2-3 words on the page that are 
challenging, then the book may be just right for you!)   
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23. Hold up a finger each time you find a word that is too difficult to read 
or understand.   

24. Finding a book that is just right for you will allow you to enjoy 
reading! 

 Allow campers to choose a book from the Tim Rasinski Fabulously 
Famous Book selection or National Geographic library. 

 Allow campers to read for about 15 minutes and allow a few campers to 
share the title and content of the book they read.   

30 Minutes 

Comprehension 
& Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Northeast 

 Learning Masers 
pp. 36-37 

 Learning Masters 
p. 39 
 
(Note: The 
Research and 
Writing section 
of today’s lesson 
has been cut. 
Campers will 
finish writing 
their summaries 
today during the 
writing block.) 

Lesson E: Explore the Northeast 
 Zoom in on Words 
 Compound Words 
 Use context to tell the meaning of compound words. 

 Teach Possessives 
 Read aloud the text and captions. 
 Ask campers to tell what belongs to each word in bold print. 

 Extend Word Practice (optional) 
 Compound Word Search 
 To Whom or What Does It Belong 
 Independent Practice: Assign Learning Masters page 36 

 Build Language Skills for ELLs 
 Teach High-Utility Words 
 Build Oral Language Skills 
 Customize for ELLs 

 Home Connection 
 Introduce the Family Focus letter on page 39. 

20 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Northeast 

 Student journals 
 Graphic 

organizer 
 Expository 

 
Publish/Present 
 Publish: Have campers wrap up their peer editing if they haven’t done so 

yet. They can begin writing their final copies. 
 Remind them once more about the rubric and expectations for writing. 

 Present/Evaluate: When campers finish, they may read their papers to the 
class. 
 Campers can evaluate their peers as a whole group. After a camper 
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writing rubric 
checklist. 

presents, have others raise their hands with a final score (example: 3 
out of 4). The teacher or presenting camper can call on others to 
explain why they gave the score they indicated. 

 

 
 

20 Minutes 

 
 

Novel Study 
Maniac Magee by 

Jerri Spinelli 
 

 
 
Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Maniac Magee 
 Student Text: 

Maniac Magee 
 Teacher’s Guide 

Maniac Magee 
page 22 

 Crayons 
 Pencils 

 
 
Lesson 9: Maniac Magee 
 Hands-On Project: Create a Class Quilt Page 22 

 Maniac Magee has many abilities, such as running, catching, and 
untying knots. He also has interests, like being friendly, eating 
butterscotch Krimpets, and reading all types of books. 

 Explain to the campers that they will create a class quilt that will 
showcase their individual abilities and interests. 

 Provide campers with a copy of page 22 and ask each camper to 
complete their own small quilt using pencils and crayons. 

 Collect the squares from each camper and create a classroom quilt. 
  Display the quilt and select campers to explain the meaning of 

their quilt. 
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How to Choose 
“Just Right” Books 

1. Look at the cover. 
2. Read the title and the author. 
3. Read the blurb in the back. 
4. Flip through the book. 
5. Read the first page. 
6. Use the 5 Finger Rule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0-1 Fingers—Too Easy 
2-3 Fingers—Just Right 
4-5 Fingers—Too Hard 

How to Choose 
“Just Right” Books 

1. Look at the cover. 
2. Read the title and the author. 
3. Read the blurb in the back. 
4. Flip through the book. 
5. Read the first page. 
6. Use the 5 Finger Rule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0-1 Fingers—Too Easy 
2-3 Fingers—Just Right 
4-5 Fingers—Too Hard 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 
4th Grade  

Day 16 
90 Minute Block 

 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

40 Minutes 

Comprehension & 
Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Midwest 

 Audiolesson 3, 
Track A 

 Learning 
Masters, pages 
28-29 

 Transparencies 7, 
8, 9, D 

Lesson A: Explore the Midwest 
 Preview the Text 
 Read and Discuss 
 Display Transparency 7 
 Play Audiolesson 3 

 Create a Midwest T Chart 
 Customize Instruction for ELLs 
 Independent Practice 
 Assign Learning Masters page 28 

 Teach Key Concept Words 
 Practice Key Concept Words 
 Assign Learning Masters page 29 

 Review High-Utility Words 
 Teach the Comprehension Strategy: Making Inferences 
 Introduce 
 Model 
 Practice  
 Apply 

20 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Midwest 

 Audiolesson 3, 
Track A 

 Learning 
Masters, pages 
28-29 

 Transparencies 7, 

 Lesson A: Explore the Midwest 
 Prewriting: Summarize the big idea: “The Midwest is shaped by its 

geography, history, economy and people.” 
 Use Learning Master p. 28 (Details Web) as a structure for the 

summary. 
 Have campers use 4 pages of their journal to correspond with the 

details web; each page refers to one topic the campers chose to 
learn more about.  

 Each page should have a heading (example: “History”) Tell 
campers they will be adding details to each page during the week 
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8, 9, D 
 Student writing 

journal 

(Day 1 through Day 3). You can either have them practice taking 
notes during the lesson every day, or recap at the end of each day’s 
lesson. (Other possible topics: Culture, People, History, 
Landforms, Economy/Jobs, Plants and Animals) 

 Campers may need additional scaffolding on which subjects to 
choose for their details web. Encourage them to refer back to the 
headings in the day’s reading. 

30 minutes 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Phonics 
 
 

Teacher Directed 
Phonics 

Instruction: 
Syllasearch 

 

Materials 
 Word cards  
 Pocket chart 
 Lined paper 
 Pencils 

 
Syllable Cards 

(first column) 
 trans 
 ex 
 pi 
 mem 
 me 
 man 
 sky 

 
(second column) 
 port 
 o 
 mo 
 u 
 scra 

 
(third column) 
 neer 
 ri 
 ize 

 
Introduction 
 Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will 

practice building and decoding words with more than one syllable.   
 
 Teacher Explanation 

- Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will 
help them read long words (multisyllabic words) fast and easy.   

- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar 

with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within 

the words, and those syllables become the parts that campers use to 
make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

 
 Meet the Words 

- Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or on 
cards in a pocket chart. 

- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with 

you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 

 
 Find the Syllables  

- Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is skyscraper. Read it with me, skyscraper.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board 

and point to the parts of a word that you say, and name the letters in 
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 fac 
 per 

 
(fourth column) 
 al 
 ture 

 
 
Word Cards 

 transport 
 export 
 pioneer 
 memorial 
 memorize 
 manufacture 
 skyscraper 
 

 

the syllables. 
Say: “Point to the letters that make the sky sound in skyscraper. What are 
the letters that make the sky sound in skyscraper?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the scra sound in skyscraper. What 
are 
the letters that make the scra sound in skyscraper?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the per sound in skyscraper. What are 
the letters that make the per sound in skyscraper?” 
- As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, 
put the corresponding syllable card on the chalkboard or in a pocket 
chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable 
Matrix. 
- For example, the syllable card ‘sky’ could appear in the first column, 
first row of the matrix. The syllable card for ‘scra’ could appear in the 
second column, second row. The syllable card for ‘per’ could be in the 
third column, third row. 
- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a 

small code in the corner of each card. 
Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and 
pronounced, and all three syllable cards are arranged according to the matrix 
below. 
 
sky mo i al  
trans scra neer ture  
mem o per   
pi u rize   
ex port ri   
man     
me     
     
 

 
 

- Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to 
go on the part of the game called Collect the Words. 
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 Collect the Words 
- In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables 

from the matrix columns. 
- Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that you 

say.   
- After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build 

the word that you say. 
- You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not 

show the word when you say it aloud. 
- Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘pioneer…pioneer.” 
- Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word.   
- The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build 

the word, placing the syllable cards below the matrix to form the word. 
- The display would look like the following: 
 

sky mo i al  
trans scra  ture  
mem  per   
 u rize   
ex port ri   
man     
me     
     

pioneer 
 
 

 
- Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
- Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or 

display the word card (not the syllable cards) at the far right of the 
pocket chart, so that the display looks like the following. 
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sky mo i al pioneer 
trans scra neer ture  
mem o per   
pi u rize   
ex port ri   
man     
me     
     
 

 
- Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the 

pocket chart) to their original place in the matrix. 
- Continue the same way until all the words have been built, 

pronounced, and written.   
- At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as 

follows: 
 

sky mo i al pioneer 
trans scra neer ture transport 
mem o per  export 
pi u rize  memorial 
ex port ri  memorize 
man    manufacture 
me    skyscraper 
     
 

 
 

 
Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 

 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Fluency 
Group 

 

Materials 
 Fluency Speed 

Drill  
 National 

Geographic 

 
 Speed drill: Each camper in this group will practice the drill. They can 

work with a partner, using timers and recording their progress. 
 Fluency graph: Model for campers how to record their scores on the 

graph. They will do this independently. 
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Independent 
Fluency Station: 

National 
Geographic 

Passages 
 

Passage: 
Welcome to the 
Midwest 

 Fluency Graph 
 Fluency Folder 
 Timers 

Pencils 
 

 Paired reading: 
 Have campers read passage with a partner, using either echo or choral 

reading. 
 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 

to read independently after completing the first section of the exercise. 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Comprehension 
Group 

 
Independent 

Comprehension 
Station: National 

Geographic 
Explorer 

 

 
Materials 

 National 
Geographic 
Explorer readers, 
Pathfinder 
edition 

 Explorer activity 
guides 

 Comprehension 
Folder 
Pencils 
 

 
 Explorer, independent/partner reading: Campers may select an edition 

of Explorer to read. Encourage campers to pair up (though they may work 
independently if necessary) and read their selection. 

 Explorer Activity Guide: For each reader there is a corresponding 
activity guide. After reading, campers may complete the first section of 
activities in the guide. 

 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 
to read independently after completing the first section of the activity 
guide. 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 
4th Grade  

Day 17 
90 Minute Block 

 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

40 Minutes 

Comprehension & 
Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Midwest 

 Audiolesson 3, 
Track B 

 Learning 
Masters, pages 
30-31 

 Transparency 8 

Lesson B: Explore the Midwest 
 Review and Recall 
 Display Transparency 8 
 Engage in a discussion. 

 Small Group Reading 
 Build Background/ Set Purpose 
 Check Understanding 
 Support Comprehension 
 Practice the Comprehension Strategy: Making Inferences 

 Read and Respond 
 Complete Learning Masters pages 30-31  

 
 

 
 

20 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Midwest 

 Audiolesson 3, 
Track B 

 Learning Masters 
pages 30-31 

 Transparency 8 
 Student journals 
 Graphic 

organizer 
 Chart 

Lesson B: Explore the Midwest 
 Prewriting: Campers continue to use their journal pages to include new 

information supporting the big idea: “The Midwest is shaped by its 
geography, history, economy and people.” 
 Make sure campers are entering information from the day’s 

reading or Learning Masters 30-31 on the appropriate pages of 
their journal, as they labeled them yesterday (example: information 
about farming would fit on the page labeled “Economy”). 

 Tell campers they will be adding details to each page during the 
week (Day 1 through Day 3). You can either have them practice 
taking notes during the lesson every day, or recap at the end of 
each day’s lesson. 

 Campers may need additional scaffolding on which page/topic to 
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paper/markers write their details. Call the group together to discuss under which 
topics a detail would fit (example: “Where would information 
about the Great Plains go?”). 
 

 Big Idea sentence/Graphic organizer: Tell campers they will be writing 
a Big Idea sentence at the top of their organizers. Ask campers what 
Explore the Midwest is mostly about. Write a few camper suggestions. 
Have campers discuss which sentence best reflects the big idea. They can 
write that on the first line of the organizer. Have a piece of chart paper that 
loosely resembles the organizer, with room for the four topics and a 
sentence for each one: 

 
Big Idea: The Midwest is shaped by its geography, history, economy 
and people. (Note: The class’s wording of this idea can vary as long as it 
has a similar meaning.) 
 

13. _________-      _____________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
 

14. _________-      _____________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

 
15. _________-      _____________________________ 

_________________________________________ 
 

16. _________-      _____________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 
30 Minutes 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Phonics 
 

 
Materials 

 Word cards  
 Pocket chart 
 Lined paper 

 
Introduction 

 Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will 
practice building and decoding words with more than one syllable.   
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Teacher Directed 

Phonics 
Instruction: 
Syllasearch 

 

 Pencils 
 
Syllable Cards 

(First column) 
 com 
 eth 
 pic 
 ad 
 sub 
 Mis 
 
(second column) 
 jec 
 pe 
 nic 
 sis 
 
(third column) 
 ti 
 tive 
 sip 
 
(fourth column) 
 tion 
 tive 
 pi 

 
 
 
 
Word Cards 

 competition 
 competitive 
 ethnic 

 Teacher Explanation 
- Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will 

help them read long words (multisyllabic words) fast and easy.   
- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar 

with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within 

the words, and those syllables become the parts that campers use to 
make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

 
 Meet the Words 

- Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or on 
cards in a pocket chart. 

- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with 

you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 
 

 Find the Syllables  
- Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is ethnic. Read it with me, ethnic.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board 

and point to the parts of a word that you say, and name the letters in 
the syllables. 

Say: “Point to the letters that make the eth sound in ethnic. What are 
the letters that make the eth sound in ethnic?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the nic sound in ethnic. What are 
the letters that make the nic sound in ethnic?” 
- As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, 
put the corresponding syllable card on the chalkboard or in a pocket 
chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable 
Matrix. 
- For example, the syllable card ‘eth’ could appear in the first column, 
fourth row of the matrix. The syllable card for ‘nic’ could appear in the 
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 picnic 
 adjective 
 subjective 
 Mississippi 

 

second column, second row. 
- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a 

small code in the corner of each card. 
Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and 
pronounced, and all three syllable cards are arranged according to the 
matrix below. 

 
com sis sip tion  
pic nic tive pi  
ad pe ti tive  
eth jec    
sub     
Mis     
     
     
 

 
 
- Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to 

go on the part of the game called Collect the Words. 
 Collect the Words 

- In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables 
from the matrix columns. 

- Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that you 
say.   

- After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build 
the word that you say. 

- You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not 
show the word when you say it aloud. 

- Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘adjective … adjective” 
- Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word.   
- The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build 

the word, placing the syllable cards below the matrix to form the word. 
- The display would look like the following: 
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com sis sip tion  
pic nic  pi  
 pe ti tive  
eth     
sub     
Mis     
     

adjective 
 

 
 

 Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
 Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or 

display the word card (not the syllable cards) at the far right of the pocket 
chart, so that the display looks like the following. 

 
 
com sis sip tion adjective 
pic nic tive pi  
ad pe ti tive  
eth jec    
sub     
Mis     
     
     
 

 
 
 Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the 

pocket chart) to their original place in the matrix. 
 Continue the same way until all the words have been built, pronounced, 

and written.   
 At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as follows: 
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com sis sip tion adjective 
pic nic tive pi subjective 
ad pe ti tive Mississippi 
eth jec   picnic 
sub    ethnic 
Mis    competitive 
    competition 
 

 
 
 
 Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 
 
 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Fluency 
Group 

 
 

Independent 
Fluency Station: 

National 
Geographic 

Passages 
 
 
 

Materials 
 Fluency Speed 

Drill  
 National 

Geographic 
Passage: 
“Chicago: City 
by the Lake” 

 Fluency Graph 
 Fluency Folder 
 Timers 
 Pencils 
 

 
 Speed drill: Each camper in this group will practice the drill. They can 

work with a partner, using timers and recording their progress. 
 Fluency graph: Campers will work in pairs to use the timers to count how 

many words they can read in one minute. Each day they will practice the 
assigned passage, and graph the amount of words read correctly.  

 Paired reading: 
 Have campers read passage with a partner, using either echo or choral 

reading. 
Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 
to read independently after completing the exercise. 

  
 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Comprehension 
Group 

 
 
Materials 

 National 
Geographic 
Explorer readers, 

 
 

 Explorer, independent/partner reading: Campers continue with the 
edition of Explorer they selected on Day 1. Encourage campers to pair up 
(though they may work independently if necessary) and read their 
selection. 
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Independent 

Comprehension 
Station: National 

Geographic 
Explorer 

 
 

Pathfinder 
edition 

 Exlplorer activity 
guides 

 Comprehension 
Folder 

 Pencils 
 

 Explorer Activity Guide: For each reader there is a corresponding 
activity guide. After reading, campers may complete the first section of 
activities in the guide. 
Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 
to read independently after completing the first section of the activity 
guide. 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 
4th Grade  

Day 18 
90 Minute Block 

 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

 
40 Minutes 

Comprehension & 
Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Midwest 

 Audiolesson 3, 
Track C 

 Learning 
Masters, pages 
32-33 

 Student readers: 
Explore the 
Midwest 

Lesson C: Explore the Midwest 
 Review and Recall 
 Engage in a discussion. 
 Recap Prompt: Describe what life is like in the Midwest. 

 Small Group Reading 
 Build Background/ Set Purpose 
 Check Understanding 
 Support Comprehension 
 Practice the Comprehension Strategy: Making Inferences 

 Read and Respond 
 Complete Learning Masters pages 32-33 

15 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Midwest 

 Audiolesson 3, 
Track C 

 Learning 
Masters, pages 
32-33 

 Student journals 
 Graphic 

organizer 

Lesson C: Explore the Midwest 
 Finish note taking: Tell campers to add a few final details to their journal 

pages. 
 Draft: Campers use the information from their journal pages to 

summarize the big idea: “The Midwest is shaped by its geography, history, 
economy and people.” 
 Use the graphic organizer to write a big idea sentence. Each of the 

four sub-sections should start with a topic sentence recapping a 
page from the camper journals (example: “Farming and making 
cheese are examples of jobs in the Midwest” or “Some of the 
landforms in the Midwest are the Great Lakes and the Mississippi 
River.”) 

 Encourage campers to write additional detail sentences for each of 
the four topics. 

 When campers finish the organizer, they may begin writing their 
draft copies in their journals. 
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 Tell campers they will be finishing drafts and editing each other’s 
work tomorrow. 

 
20 Minutes 

Novel Study 
Maniac Magee by 

Jerri Spinelli 
 

Materials: 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Maniac Magee 
 Student Text: 

Maniac Magee 

 
Lesson 10: Maniac Magee 
 Read Chapters 33-39 

 
 Vocabulary Routine: 
 retaliate: If you retaliate against someone, then you deliberately 

harm them for revenge. 
 Ask campers how they might retaliate if someone plays a joke 

on them. If campers lean toward violent ideas of retaliation, 
ask, “Does retaliating have to mean fighting or using mean 
words on someone?” Probe for less violent ideas, like plotting 
a revenge joke, or beating the other person at an important 
game. 

 beseech(ing): If you beseech someone, then you beg them to do 
something. 
 Select campers to play-act beseeching one another to give 

them a candy bar, a toy, or clean their room for them. 
 Have the kids fold their hands together in a pleading manner 

each time you correctly name a situation appropriate for 
beseeching. Ask, “Would you beseech a teacher to give you 
extra homework?” (no) “Would you beseech your mom to let 
you go to the pool?” (yes) “Would you beseech your friend to 
go to a Steelers game without you?  

 exuberance: If someone is full of exuberance, then they are full of 
happy feelings. 
 Tell campers they might feel exuberant when it’s their 

birthday and they’re looking at a pile of gifts. Tell campers to 
show you the exuberant, or excited and happy look, that 
would be on their faces. 

 Examples/nonexamples: Have campers show that face each 
time you suggest a time they would be exuberant. Suggest 
situations such as, “first day of summer vacation” (yes); “last 
day of summer vacation” (no);  “trick-or-treating at 
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Halloween” (yes); “winning $1 million” (yes); “losing your 
favorite hat” (no) 

 
 Guiding Questions (During & After Reading): 
 How does Maniac get Russell and Piper to go with him? (page 

127)  
 Why does Maniac pretend that Giant John McNab pitched him 

“the stopball”? (page 130) (think-pair-share) 
 Describe in your own words the McNab house. (pages 131-132) 

(think-pair-share) 
 What are some ways the MacNab house is different from the Beale 

home? (pages 131-135) 
  If Maniac shows them the “shortcut to Mexico,” what do Russell 

and Piper promise to do? (page 136) 
 What does the phrase mean: “For the McNabs, there was nothing 

free about public education?” (page 142) (think-pair-share) 
 What motivated Maniac to stay with the McNabs? (page 142)  

(think-pair-share) 
 Why is Maniac upset with himself for crossing the finish line 

backwards when racing with Mars Bar? (page 148) 
 Why are the McNabs building the pillbox? (page 151) 
 Why does the pillbox bother Maniac so much? (page 152) 

 

15 minutes 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Phonics 
Group 

 

 
Materials 

 Teacher’s Guide: 
Explore the 
Midwest 
(Lessons A-C) 

 Student copies of 
Explore the 
Midwest 

 Student journals 
 Graphic 

organizer 

 
 Rereading the text/Organizing information: Campers in this group will 

have extra assistance in comprehension and organizing information for 
their drafts during this time. (Note: All campers will be starting their 
drafts today during the writing segment of the 90-minute block.) 
 Organizing information: Tell campers, “We are going to take 

information from the text and group it into four topics.  
 Ask the campers what they have read about so far. Use the details 

they recall to create four topics. Try to steer the campers toward 
topics such as “history,” “landforms,” “economy/jobs,” “people,” 
or “plants and animals.” 

 Teacher reads aloud select passages from Sections A through C 
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 Chart 
paper/markers 
pencils 

(pages 6 through 23), one page at a time.  
 On page 11, for example, say, “People who came from the East 

in the 1800s to farm the Plains – that goes in ‘History.’ On 
pages 15: ‘County fairs’ – that tells me about culture.” 

 As campers find information for their topics, model for them how 
to write it in their journal pages, as simple phrases or words. 

 
 
 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Fluency 
Group 

 
 

Independent 
Fluency Station: 

National 
Geographic 

Passages 
 
 

Materials 
 Readers’ Theatre 

book: Funny 
Read-Aloud 
Plays by Justin 
McCory Martin 
(copies for each 
camper in this 
group) 

 Kid-friendly 
directions on 
practicing the 
play. 

 
 Readers’ Theatre: Teacher chooses a story from the book for campers to 

read with a partner. Each camper will divide up the parts with the partner. 
They will work with the partner to read the lines repeatedly to improve 
their prosody.  
 Please give campers the kid-friendly directions for how to practice the 

play.  
 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 

to read independently after completing the exercise. 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Comprehension 
Group 

 
Independent 

Comprehension 
Station: National 

Geographic 
Explorer 

 

 
Materials 

 National 
Geographic 
Explorer readers, 
Pathfinder 
edition 

 Explorer activity 
guides 

 Comprehension 
Folder 
Pencils 

 
 Explorer, independent/partner reading: Campers continue with the 

edition of Explorer they selected on Day 1, or a new edition if they have 
finished the accompanying packet. Encourage campers to pair up (though 
they may work independently if necessary) and read their selection. 

 Explorer Activity Guide: For each reader there is a corresponding 
activity guide. After reading, campers may complete the first section of 
activities in the guide. 
 

 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class library 
to read independently after completing the first section of the activity 
guide. 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 
4th Grade  

Day 19    
90 Minute Block 

 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

40 Minutes 

Comprehension & 
Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Midwest 

 Audiolesson 3, 
Track D 

 Learning Masters 
pages 34-35 

 Student readers: 
Explore the 
Midwest 

Lesson D: Explore the Midwest 
 Review and Recall 
 Engage in a discussion. 
 Recap Prompt: Tell what makes Chicago a special city. 

 Small Group Reading 
 Summarize Key Concepts/ Set Purposes 
 Check Understanding 
 Support Comprehension 

 Read and Respond 
 Apply the Comprehension Strategy: Making Inferences 
 Complete Learning Masters pages 34-35 

15 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Midwest 

 Student journals 
 Graphic organizer 
 Expository writing 

rubric checklist. 

 
 Draft: Campers are using their graphic organizers to write and complete 

drafts summarizing the big idea: “The Midwest is shaped by its 
geography, history, economy and people.” 
 Use the graphic organizer to write a big idea sentence in the draft. 

Campers will use the four topic sentences to begin additional 
paragraphs. 

 Peer editing: Show campers the rubric. Explain the expectations. Model 
peer editing by looking at a draft, checking off items as you see them on 
the paper. 
 Tell campers they will be working in pairs. After an individual 

camper looks over the checklist for his/her own work, the camper 
gives the work to a partner. Partners will read each others’ work and 
fill out the checklist on the partner’s paper. 

 As campers finish their drafts, pair them with others for peer editing. 
\ 
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20 Minutes 

 
Novel Study 

Maniac Magee by 
Jerri Spinelli 

 

 
Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Maniac Magee 
 Student Text: 

Maniac Magee 
 

 
Lesson 11: Maniac Magee 
 Continue Reading Chapters 33-39 

 
 Vocabulary Routine: 
 retaliate: If you retaliate against someone, then you deliberately 

harm them for revenge. 
 Ask campers to orally complete the sentence, “I would 

retaliate if …” Check that sentences involve seeking revenge 
for wrong/unjust treatment. 

 beseech(ing): If you beseech someone, then you beg them to do 
something. 
 Ask campers, “What would you beseech of your teacher?” 

Select campers to answer, saying “I beseech you to…” Have 
other campers ‘beseech’ each other for something as well. 

 exuberance: If someone is full of exuberance, then they are full of 
happy feelings. 
 Ask campers a time they felt exuberance. What happened? 

What did they do when they felt that way? What expression 
did they make? 

 
 Guiding Questions (During & After Reading): 
 How does Maniac get Russell and Piper to go with him? (page 

127)  
 Why does Maniac pretend that Giant John McNab pitched him 

“the stopball”? (page 130) (think-pair-share) 
 Describe in your own words the McNab house. (pages 131-132) 

(think-pair-share) 
 What are some ways the MacNab house is different from the 

Beale home? (pages 131-135) 
  If Maniac shows them the “shortcut to Mexico,” what do Russell 

and Piper promise to do? (page 136) 
 What does the phrase mean: “For the McNabs, there was nothing 

free about public education?” (page 142) (think-pair-share) 
 What motivated Maniac to stay with the McNabs? (page 142)  
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(think-pair-share) 
 Why is Maniac upset with himself for crossing the finish line 

backwards when racing with Mars Bar? (page 148) 
 Why are the McNabs building the pillbox? (page 151) 
 Why does the pillbox bother Maniac so much? (page 152) 

 

15 Minutes 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Phonics group 
 

 
Materials 

 Pocket chart  
 lined paper 
 pencils 
 silent consonant 

word cards (note: 
mix the cards in 
any order): 
 
 fasten 
 listen 
 soften 

 
 assignment 
 resign 
 gnarl 

 
 wrestle 
 answer 
 sword 

 
 knowledge 
 doorknob 
 kneepad 
 
 honor 
 rhyme 
 rhythm 

 
 Word Sort: Silent Letters  
 Use the pocket chart to make a table as follows: 

 
Silent ‘t’ 
 
 
 

Silent ‘g’ Silent ‘w’ 

Silent ‘k’ 
 
 
 

Silent ‘h’ Silent ‘gh’ 

 
 Word cards: Read campers the word on each of the cards, which can 

be lined up to one side of the chart. Have them repeat each word. 
 Model sorting: Next tell campers they will be sorting the cards into 

six categories: 
 Silent consonants: Say “For example, I know the word ‘soften’ 

has a silent ‘t’ in it. So I will put it in the first column, Silent ‘t’.” 
Place the card in that column.  

 Independent sorting: Show campers how to fold their paper into six 
sections: First, fold into three sections, with the paper in landscape 
(sideways) orientation. Next, while the paper is folded, fold the top 
down to the bottom. That should leave three sections on top, three on 
bottom. Tell them to start sorting the words into six sections like on 
the pocket chart. Give them 5-10 minutes to do so. 

 Sharing out, whole group: When most campers are ready, have them 
come up to the pocket chart, one by one, to sort the cards into 
appropriate columns. Ask others in the group to agree or disagree. 
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 thought 
 through 
 caught 

 

 The final chart will appear as follows, in no particular order other than 
the first word in each column, which the teacher placed while 
modeling the sort: 

 
Silent ‘t’ 
 
fasten 
soften 
listen 

Silent ‘g’ 
 
assignment 
resign 
gnarl 

Silent ‘w’ 
 
wrestle 
answer 
sword 

Silent ‘k’ 
 
knowledge 
doorknob 
kneepad 
 

Silent ‘h’ 
 
honor 
rhyme 
rhythm 

Silent ‘gh’ 
 
thought 
through 
caught 

 
 

 
 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Fluency group 
 

 
Materials 
 Readers’ Theatre 

book: Funny 
Read-Aloud Plays 
by Justin McCory 
Martin (copies for 
each camper in 
this group) 

 Kid-friendly 
directions on 
practicing the 
play. 

 
 
 Readers’ Theatre: Each camper in this group will continue practicing 

their play from yesterday. They will work with a partner to read the lines 
repeatedly to improve their prosody.  

 
 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class 

library to read independently after completing the exercise. 
 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Comprehension 
group 

 
Materials 
 National 

Geographic 
Explorer readers, 

 
 Explorer, independent/partner reading: Campers continue with the 

edition of Explorer they selected on Day 1, or a new edition if they have 
finished the accompanying packet. Encourage campers to pair up (though 
they may work independently if necessary) and read their selection. 
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Independent 

Comprehension 
Station: National 

Geographic 
Explorer 

 

Pathfinder edition 
 Exlplorer activity 

guides 
 Comprehension 

Folder 
 Pencils 

 Explorer Activity Guide: For each reader there is a corresponding 
activity guide. After reading, campers may complete the first section of 
activities in the guide. 

 Independent reading: Campers may choose a book from the class 
library to read independently after completing the first section of the 
activity guide. 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 
4th Grade  

Day 20   
90 Minute Block 

 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

20 Minutes 

Fluency: 
Fabulously Famous 
Books for Building 

Fluency 
-and- 

National 
Geographic library 

Materials 
Titles:  
 Various from the 

Fabulously 
Famous Books 

 Various titles 
from the 
National 
Geographic 
library (Explorer 
books, The 
Midwest, The 
Southwest, The 
West, The 
Northeast, 
assorted titles) 

 
 

Introduction 
 Today the campers will choose a book and read independently or with a 

partner.    
 

Fluency Performance 
 Explain to the campers that there are many ways to know if a book is just 

right for them to read on their own. 
 Tell them to think about Goldilocks and the Three Bears.  Goldilocks 

wanted things that were “just right.” 
 Tell campers that if they are not sure if the book is "just right" or not then 

they can use the Five Finger Rule to help them decide. 
 Distribute copies of the book mark “How to Choose ‘Just Right Books.” 
 Review the Five Finger Rule with campers:  
Please note: The information in parenthesis does not appear on the book mark. 

25. Look at the cover. (Decide if this topic interests you.) 
26. Read the title and the author. (You may find an author or illustrator 

that you are familiar with.) 
27. Read the blurb in the back. (The back of the book will provide you with 

information about the topic or story.  Sometimes there is no 
information on the back of the book.) 

28. Flip through the book.  
29. Read the first page. (While you read the first page, use the five finder 

rule below) 
30. Use the 5 Finger Rule. (If you can easily read all the words on the 

page, the book may be too easy for you, if there are four or five words 
on the page that are too hard to read, then this book may be too 
difficult for you.  If you find between 2-3 words on the page that are 
challenging, then the book may be just right for you!)   
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31. Hold up a finger each time you find a word that is too difficult to read 
or understand.   

32. Finding a book that is just right for you will allow you to enjoy 
reading! 

 Allow campers to choose a book from the Tim Rasinski Fabulously 
Famous Book selection or National Geographic library. 

 Allow campers to read for about 15 minutes and allow a few campers to 
share the title and content of the book they read.   

30 Minutes 

Comprehension 
& Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Midwest 

 Learning Masers 
pp. 36-37 

 Learning Masters 
p. 39 
 
(Note: The 
Research and 
Writing section 
of today’s lesson 
has been cut. 
Campers will 
finish writing 
their summaries 
today during the 
writing block.) 

Lesson E: Explore the Midwest 
 Zoom in on Words 
 Multiple-Meaning words 
 Use context to determine the meaning of multiple-meaning words. 

 Teach Adjectives 
 Read aloud the text and captions. 
 Ask campers to use each adjective to describe another noun. 

 Extend Word Practice (optional) 
 Word Sorting 
 I Spy 
 Independent Practice: Assign Learning Masters page 36 

 Build Language Skills for ELLs 
 Teach High-Utility Words 
 Build Oral Language Skills 
 Customize for ELLs 

 Home Connection 
 Introduce the Family Focus letter on page 39. 

20 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Explore the 
Midwest 

 Student journals 
 Graphic 

organizer 
 Expository 

 
Publish/Present 
 Publish: Have campers wrap up their peer editing if they haven’t done so 

yet. They can begin writing their final copies. 
 Remind them once more about the rubric and expectations for writing. 

 Present/Evaluate: When campers finish, they may read their papers to the 
class. 
 Campers can evaluate their peers as a whole group. After a camper 
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writing rubric 
checklist. 

presents, have others raise their hands with a final score (example: 3 
out of 4). The teacher or presenting camper can call on others to 
explain why they gave the score they indicated. 

 

 
 

20 Minutes 

 
 

Novel Study 
Maniac Magee by 

Jerri Spinelli 
 

 
 
Materials 
 Student Text: 

Maniac Magee 
 Teacher’s Guide 

Maniac Magee 
page 31 

 Four sheets of 
notebook paper 

 Construction 
paper 

 Stapler 
 Pencils 
 Crayons 

 
Lesson 12: Maniac Magee 
 Into Your Life: Interesting, Awesome, Me! Page 31 
 Explain to the campers that they will create an I AM booklet that will 

highlight all the things they can do. 
 Generating Ideas Discussion Questions: 

 What are some things you can do well? 
 What can you do that almost no one else can do? 
 What do you know about that few people know about? 

 Follow the directions on page 31 to create the I AM booklet. 
 Provide an opportunity for campers to share with a partner. 
  Choose a few campers to share with the entire group. 
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How to Choose 
“Just Right” Books 

1. Look at the cover. 
2. Read the title and the author. 
3. Read the blurb in the back. 
4. Flip through the book. 
5. Read the first page. 
6. Use the 5 Finger Rule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0-1 Fingers—Too Easy 
2-3 Fingers—Just Right 
4-5 Fingers—Too Hard 

How to Choose 
“Just Right” Books 

1. Look at the cover. 
2. Read the title and the author. 
3. Read the blurb in the back. 
4. Flip through the book. 
5. Read the first page. 
6. Use the 5 Finger Rule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0-1 Fingers—Too Easy 
2-3 Fingers—Just Right 
4-5 Fingers—Too Hard 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 
4th Grade  

Day 21 
90 Minute Block 

 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

30 Minutes 

Comprehension & 
Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Ocean 
Exploration 

 Audiolesson 5, 
Track A 

 Learning 
Masters, pages 
28-29 

 Transparencies 
13, 14, 15, E 

Lesson A: Ocean Exploration 
 Preview the Text 
 Read and Discuss 
 Display Transparency 13 
 Play Audiolesson 5 

 Create an Ocean Main-Idea Diagram 
 Customize Instruction for ELLs 
 Independent Practice 
 Assign Learning Masters page 28 

 Teach Key Concept Words 
 Practice Key Concept Words 
 Assign Learning Masters page 29 

 Review High-Utility Words 
 Teach the Comprehension Strategy: Determining Importance 
 Introduce 
 Model 
 Practice  
 Apply 

20 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Ocean 
Exploration 

 Audiolesson 5, 
Track A 

 Learning 
Masters, pages 
28-29 

 Transparencies 

 Lesson A: Ocean Exploration 
 Prewriting: Summarize the big idea: “The ocean covers most of 

Earth’s surface and is home to many kinds of living things.” 
 Use Learning Master p. 28 (Details Web) as a structure for the 

summary. 
 Have campers use 3 or 4 pages of their journal to correspond with 

the details web; each page refers to one topic the campers choose 
to learn more about.  

 Each page should have a heading (example: “Ocean Zones”) Tell 
campers they will be adding details to each page during the week 
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13, 14, 15, E 
 Student writing 

journal 

(Day 1 through Day 3). You can either have them practice taking 
notes during the lesson every day, or recap at the end of each day’s 
lesson. (Other possible topics: Plants and Animals, Deep Water, 
Exploring the Ocean) 

 Campers may need additional scaffolding on which subjects to 
choose for their details web. Encourage them to refer back to the 
headings in the day’s reading. 

20 Minutes  

 
Novel Study 

Maniac Magee by 
Jerri Spinelli 

 

 
Materials 

 Teacher’s 
Guide: Maniac 
Magee 

 Student Text: 
Maniac Magee 
 

Lesson 13: Maniac Magee 
 Read Chapters 40-46 
 Vocabulary Routine: 
  extort: To extort means to obtain something by force. 

 Tell Campers, “A bully extorts someone by saying, ‘Give me 
your lunch money or I’ll beat you up.’ Or a school safety patrol 
might threaten to report another student unless that student 
pays lunch money to the safety.”  

 Ask Campers, “Would you be extorting someone if you said to 
someone, ‘Do my homework for a month or I’ll tell everyone 
you’re afraid of the dark’?” (note to teachers: Technically, this 
practice is ‘blackmail’ if you choose to draw a distinction.) 

 Ask, “What other things might someone extort from another 
person?” 

  endure: If someone endures, then they experience pain or 
hardship without giving up 
 Tell Campers, “You might endure failing at something a lot of 

times before you get it right. You have to endure, and not give 
up.” 

 Ask for examples: “What is something you did where you had 
to endure failure, or a hard time, before things got better?” 

 obedience: If you are obedient, they you obey the rules. 
 Ask Campers, “How does a student show obedience?” (allow 

examples) 
 Ask, “Who are you obedient for?” (adults, authorities, etc) 
 Ask Campers to recount times they were not obedient for their 

parents or family members. Ask, “What happened?” 
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 Guiding Questions (During & After Reading): 
 Compare and contrast the Pickwell family and the Beale family. 

(pages 153-154) (think-pair-share) 
 Why does Maniac take Mars Bar to the party at the McNabs? 

(page 159) 
 Why do you think Maniac took Mars Bar to the Pickwells’ house 

before going to the McNabs? (page 160) (think-pair-share) 
 Why couldn’t Maniac go up to the trestle to save Russell? (page 

176) 
 After Mars Bar saves Russell, where does he take him? (pages 

178) 
 Why doesn’t Maniac feel he can go to Mars Bar’s house? (pages 

179-180) (think-pair-share) 
 Why does Maniac go with Amanda Beale? (page 183) 
 What have you learned about race and friendship after reading 

Maniac Magee? (think-pair-share) 

20 minutes 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Phonics 
 
 

Culminating 
project practice 

(independent 
cooperative group) 

 

Materials 
 Word cards  

 
 

 

 

Introduction 
 Explain to the campers that they will practice for their spelling bee. They 

will be using the syllasearch cards they have gathered over the previous 
four weeks. (Please refer to the master list for the words from all four 
weeks.) 

 
 Teacher Explanation: Tell Campers they will be participating in a 

spelling bee with fellow fourth graders. Show students the list of Spelling 
Bee rules in the Culminating Project directions. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Fluency 
Group 

 

Materials 
 Readers’ Theatre 

selection: allow 
Campers to 
choose one of the 

 
 Teacher Explanation: Assist Campers in selecting a role for each in the 

play. Coach Campers on using proper intonation, inflection, and rate to 
deliver the lines clearly. Tell Campers they will be performing for an 
audience, so practice is necessary. 
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Independent 
Fluency Station: 

Culminating 
project practice -  
Readers’ Theatre 

 

plays from the 
previous 4 weeks 
to perform for an 
audience. 
 

 
Kid-Friendly guidelines: Readers’ Theatre expectations are listed in the 
Culminating Project guidelines. 

 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Comprehension 
Group 

 
Culminating 

Project Practice: 
Report presentation 

 

 
Materials 

 National 
Geographic 
Explorer readers, 
Pathfinder 
edition 

 Poster paper 
 Markers, 

crayons, pencils, 
scissors 
 

 
 Explorer, independent/partner work: Campers will work with a partner 

or individually to select a subject from one of the Explorer readers they 
have been reading during DI time the past 4 weeks.  

 Teacher Explanation: Tell Campers they will be making a presentation 
on one of the subjects of the Explorer readers. The reports can include the 
Campers’ choice of a news report or documentary-style presentation, with 
visual aids of their own making. 

 Kid Friendly guidelines: included in the Culminating Project guidelines 
for Comprehension group. 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 

4th Grade  
Day 22 

90 Minute Block 
 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

30 Minutes 

Comprehension & 
Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Ocean 
Exploration 

 Audiolesson 5, 
Track B 

 Learning 
Masters, pages 
30-31 

 Transparency 14 

 
Lesson B: Ocean Exploration 
 Review and Recall 
 Display Transparency 14 
 Engage in a discussion. 

 Small Group Reading 
 Build Background/ Set Purpose 
 Check Understanding 
 Support Comprehension 
 Practice the Comprehension Strategy: Determining Importance 

 Read and Respond 
 Complete Learning Masters pages 30-31  

 
 

 

20 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Ocean 
Exploration 

 Audiolesson 5, 
Track B 

 Learning Masters 
pages 30-31 

 Transparency 14 
 Student journals 
 Graphic 

organizer 

Lesson B: Ocean Exploration 
 Prewriting: Campers continue to use their journal pages to include new 

information supporting the big idea: “The ocean covers most of Earth’s 
surface and is home to many kinds of living things.” 
 Make sure campers are entering information from the day’s 

reading or Learning Masters 30-31 on the appropriate pages of 
their journal, as they labeled them yesterday (example: information 
about scuba gear would fit on the page labeled “Exploring the 
Ocean”). 

 Tell campers they will be adding details to each page during the 
week (Day 1 through Day 3). You can either have them practice  
taking notes during the lesson every day, or recap at the end of 
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 Chart 
paper/markers 

each day’s lesson. 
 Campers may need additional scaffolding on which page/topic to 

write their details. Call the group together to discuss under which 
topics a detail would fit (example: “Where would information 
about an ocean trench go?”). 
 

 Big Idea sentence/Graphic organizer: Tell campers they will be writing 
a Big Idea sentence at the top of their organizers. Ask campers what 
Ocean Exploration is mostly about. Write a few camper suggestions. Have 
campers discuss which sentence best reflects the big idea. They can write 
that on the first line of the organizer. Have a piece of chart paper that 
loosely resembles the organizer, with room for the three or four topics and 
a sentence for each one: 

 
 
Big Idea: The ocean covers most of Earth’s surface and is home to 
many kinds of living things. (Note: The class’s wording of this idea can 
vary as long as it has a similar meaning.) 
 

17. _________-      _____________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
 

18. _________-      _____________________________ 
_________________________________________ 

 
19. _________-      _____________________________ 

_________________________________________ 
 

20. _________-      _____________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 
20 Minutes 

 
Novel Study 

 
Materials 

 
Lesson 14: Maniac Magee 
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Maniac Magee by 
Jerri Spinelli 

 Teacher’s Guide: 
Maniac Magee 

 Student Text: 
Maniac Magee 

Read Chapters 40-46 
 Vocabulary Routine: 
 extort: To extort means to obtain something by force. 

 Ask Campers what they should do if someone is extorting 
them. (bring the issue to teachers, parents, etc) 
 

 endure: If someone endures, then they experience pain or hardship 
without giving up. 
 Examples vs. non-examples: Ask Campers, “Do you have to 

endure a little sister or brother playing with your stuff, or 
hitting you? 
 “Do you have to endure a bully extorting you?” (no) 
 “Would you endure losing at basketball sometimes if 

you love playing it? (yes) 
 Do you endure getting presents for your birthday? (no) 

 
 obedience: If you are obedient, they you obey the rules. 

 Tell Campers to look obedient. Tell them the opposite of 
obedient is disobedient. Allow individuals – at your comfort 
level depending on behavior – to show alternate examples of 
being obedient and disobedient, within reason. 
 

 Guiding Questions (During & After Reading): 
 Compare and contrast the Pickwell family and the Beale family. 

(pages 153-154) (think-pair-share) 
 Why does Maniac take Mars Bar to the party at the McNabs? 

(page 159) 
 Why do you think Maniac took Mars Bar to the Pickwells’ house 

before going to the McNabs? (page 160) (think-pair-share) 
 Why couldn’t Maniac go up to the trestle to save Russell? (page 

176) 
 After Mars Bar saves Russell, where does he take him? (pages 

178) 
 Why doesn’t Maniac feel he can go to Mars Bar’s house? (pages 

179-180) (think-pair-share) 
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 Why does Maniac go with Amanda Beale? (page 183) 
 What have you learned about race and friendship after reading 

Maniac Magee? (think-pair-share) 

 
20 Minutes 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Phonics 
 
 

Teacher Directed 
Phonics 

Instruction: 
Syllasearch 

 

 
Materials 

 Word cards  
 
 

 
 

 Teacher Explanation: Tell campers they will continue to practice for 
their spelling bee. Campers may take turns acting as judges or contestants, 
practicing the words from the previous four weeks of Syllasearch words. 

 
Spelling Bee rules are listed in the Culminating Project guidelines. 

 
 

 
 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Fluency 
Group 

 
 

Independent 
Fluency Station:  

 
 
 

Materials 
 Readers’ Theatre 

selection: allow 
Campers to 
choose one of the 
plays from the 
previous 4 weeks 
to perform for an 
audience. 
 

 
Teacher Explanation: Campers now have assigned roles in the play, as 
established on Day 1. Coach campers on using proper intonation, 
inflection, and rate to deliver the lines clearly. Tell campers they will be 
performing for an audience, so practice is necessary. 
 
Kid-Friendly guidelines: Readers’ Theatre expectations are listed in the 
Culminating Project guidelines. 
 

  
 

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Comprehension 
Group 

 
Independent 

Comprehension 

 
 
Materials 

 National 
Geographic 
Explorer readers, 
Pathfinder 
edition 

 Explorer activity 

 
 

 Explorer, independent/partner work: Campers will work with a partner 
or individually to select a subject from one of the Explorer readers they 
have been reading during DI time the past 4 weeks.  
 

 Teacher Explanation: Campers will continue making a presentation on 
one of the subjects of the Explorer readers. The reports can include the 
campers’ choice of a news report or documentary-style presentation, with 
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Station: National 
Geographic 

Explorer 
 
 

guides 
 Comprehension 

Folder 
 Pencils 

 

visual aids of their own making. 
 

 Kid-Friendly guidelines: Included in the Culminating Project guidelines. 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 
4th Grade  

Day 23  
90 Minute Block 

 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

 
30 Minutes 

Comprehension & 
Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Ocean 
Exploration 

 Audiolesson 3, 
Track C 

 Learning 
Masters, pages 
32-33 

 Student readers: 
Ocean 
Exploration 

Lesson C: Ocean Exploration 
 Review and Recall 
 Engage in a discussion. 
 Recap Prompt: Explain how scientists explore the different parts of the 

ocean. 
 Small Group Reading 
 Build Background/ Set Purpose 
 Check Understanding 
 Support Comprehension 
 Practice the Comprehension Strategy: Determining Importance 

 Read and Respond 
 Complete Learning Masters pages 32-33 

 

15 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Ocean 
Exploration 

 Audiolesson 3, 
Track C 

 Learning 
Masters, pages 
32-33 

 Student journals 
 Graphic 

organizer 

 
Lesson C: Ocean Exploration 
 Finish note taking: Tell campers to add a few final details to their journal 

pages. 
 Draft: Campers use the information from their journal pages to 

summarize the big idea: “The ocean covers most of Earth’s surface and is 
home to many kinds of living things.” 
 Use the graphic organizer to write a big idea sentence. Each of the 

four sub-sections should start with a topic sentence recapping a 
page from the camper journals (example: “There are four ocean 
zones – sunlight, twilight, midnight and abyssal.” or “Many 
animals live in deep parts of the ocean.”) 

 Encourage campers to write additional detail sentences for each of 
the four topics. 

 When campers finish the organizer, they may begin writing their 
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draft copies in their journals. 
 Tell campers they will be finishing drafts and editing each other’s 

work tomorrow. 

 
45 minutes 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Phonics 
Group 

 

Materials: 
Word cards 

 

 
 
 Teacher Explanation: Tell campers they will continue to practice for 

their spelling bee. Campers may take turns acting as judges or contestants, 
practicing the words from the previous four weeks of Syllasearch words. 

 
Spelling Bee rules are listed in the Culminating Project guidelines. 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Fluency 
Group 

 
 
  

 
Materials 

 Readers’ Theatre 
Play 

 Props, if students 
choose to create 
or bring some 

 
Teacher Explanation: Campers now have assigned roles in the play, as 
established on Day 1. Coach campers on using proper intonation, 
inflection, and rate to deliver the lines clearly. Tell campers they will be 
performing for an audience, so practice is necessary. 
 
Kid-Friendly guidelines: Readers’ Theatre expectations are listed in the 
Culminating Project guidelines. 
 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction: 

Comprehension 
Group 

 
Independent 

Comprehension 
Station: National 

Geographic 
Explorer 

 

 
Materials 

 National 
Geographic 
Explorer readers, 
Pathfinder 
edition 

 Posters, markers, 
pencils, crayons, 
scissors, tape 
 

 
 Explorer, independent/partner work: Campers will continue work with 

a partner or individually to select a subject from one of the Explorer 
readers they have been reading during DI time the past 4 weeks.  
 

 Teacher Explanation: Tell students they will be making a presentation on 
one of the subjects of the Explorer readers. The reports can include the 
students’ choice of a news report or documentary-style presentation, with 
visual aids of their own making. 

 
Kid-Friendly guidelines: expectations are listed in the Culminating 
Project guidelines. 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 

4th Grade  
Day 24  

90 Minute Block 
 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

30 Minutes 

Comprehension & 
Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

 
Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Ocean Exploration 
 Audiolesson 5, 

Track D 
 Learning Masters 

pages 34-35 
 Student readers: 

Ocean 
Exploration 

 
Lesson D: Ocean Exploration 
 Review and Recall 
 Engage in a discussion. 
 Recap Prompt: Explain how robot submersibles help scientists study 

the deep ocean. 
 Small Group Reading 
 Summarize Key Concepts/ Set Purposes 
 Check Understanding 
 Support Comprehension 

 Read and Respond 
 Apply the Comprehension Strategy: Making Inferences 
 Complete Learning Masters pages 34-35 

 

15 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Ocean Exploration 
 Student journals 
 Graphic organizer 
 Expository writing 

rubric checklist. 

 
 Draft: Campers are using their graphic organizers to write and complete 

drafts summarizing the big idea: “The ocean covers most of Earth’s 
surface and is home to many kinds of living things.” 
 Use the graphic organizer to write a big idea sentence in the draft. 

Campers will use the four topic sentences to begin additional 
paragraphs. 

 Peer editing: Show campers the rubric. Explain the expectations. Model 
peer editing by looking at a draft, checking off items as you see them on 
the paper. 
 Tell campers they will be working in pairs. After an individual 

camper looks over the checklist for his/her own work, the camper 
gives the work to a partner. Partners will read each others’ work and 
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fill out the checklist on the partner’s paper. 
 As campers finish their drafts, pair them with others for peer editing. 
\ 
 

 
45 Minutes 

 
Presentation of 

Culminating 
Projects 

 
Materials 
  

 
Teachers can collaborate with colleagues on bringing students 
together in groups to present, or be an audience for presenters. 
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Elementary Reading Lesson Plans 

4th Grade  
Day 25     

90 Minute Block 
 

Time Title Materials Example/Description 

20 Minutes 

Comprehension 
& Vocabulary: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Ocean 
Exploration 

 Learning Masers 
pp. 36-37 

 Learning Masters 
p. 39 
 
(Note: The 
Research and 
Writing section 
of today’s lesson 
has been cut. 
Campers will 
finish writing 
their summaries 
today during the 
writing block.) 

 
Lesson E: Ocean Exploration 
 Zoom in on Words 
 Multiple-Meaning words 
 Use context to determine the meaning of multiple-meaning words. 

 Teach Adjectives 
 Read aloud the text and captions. 
 Ask campers to use each adjective to describe another noun. 

 Extend Word Practice (optional) 
 Word Sorting 
 I Spy 
 Independent Practice: Assign Learning Masters page 36 

 Build Language Skills for ELLs 
 Teach High-Utility Words 
 Build Oral Language Skills 
 Customize for ELLs 

 Home Connection 
 Introduce the Family Focus letter on page 39. 

20 Minutes 

Writing 
Instruction: 

National 
Geographic 

Materials 
 Teacher’s Guide: 

Ocean 
Exploration 

 Student journals 
 Graphic 

organizer 
 Expository 

 
Publish/Present 
 Publish: Have campers wrap up their peer editing if they haven’t done so 

yet. They can begin writing their final copies. 
 Remind them once more about the rubric and expectations for writing. 

 Present/Evaluate: When campers finish, they may read their papers to the 
class. 
 Campers can evaluate their peers as a whole group. After a camper 
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writing rubric 
checklist. 

presents, have others raise their hands with a final score (example: 3 
out of 4). The teacher or presenting camper can call on others to 
explain why they gave the score they indicated. 

 

 
 

50 Minutes 

 
Presentation of 

Culminating 
Projects 

 

 
 
Materials 

 

 
 

Teachers can collaborate with colleagues on bringing students together 
in groups to present, or be an audience for presenters. 

 
 
 

 

 


